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This new redheaded Admission, McMurphy, knows right away
he’s a Chronic. After he checks the day room over a minute, he
sees he’s meant for the Acuteside, and goes right for it,
grinning and shaking hands with everybody he comes to. At
first, I see that he’s making everybody over there feel uneasy,
with all his kidding and joking and with the brassy way he
hollers at that black boy who’s still after him with a thermom-
eter, and especially with that big wide-open laugh of his.g,
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“Aide Williams tells me, Mr. McMurphy, that you’ve’ been
somewhat difﬁcult about your -admission: shower. Is it true?
Please understand, I appreciate the way you've taken it upon
yourself to orient with the other patients on the ward, but
everything in its own good time, Mr. McMurphy. . . everyone
must-obey the rules.“Ya know, ma’am,” he says, “ya know-that
is the exact thing somebody always tells me about the rules...”
He grins. They both smile back and forth at each other, sizing
each other up.,
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“Mr. Bibbit, you might warn this Mr. Harding that I'm so
cfazy I admit to voting for Eisenhower” “Bibbit! You tell Mr.
McMurphy I'm so crazy I voted for Eisenhower twice!”

“And you tell Mr.rHarding right back”——he puts both his hands
on the table and leans down, his voice getting low——" that I'm
so crazy I plan tovote for Eisenhower again this November”,
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Malcolm Cowley, in his memoir-And I Worked at the Writer’s
Trade, discusses the processes whereby literary the genera-
tions succeeded one another and proposes a systolic/ diastolic
or contractive/ expansive model. Thus in American literature
the Fifties can be seen as an archetypal systolic period, char-
acterized by the carefully composed dreams of alienation and
despair of such writers as Sélinger, McCullers and the early
Updike and Malamud and the restrictive emphasis on form of
the reigning New Critics. Reacting against this privatization
and formalization of literature, characteristic writers of the
diastolic Sixties-Kesey, Mailer, Pynchon, Vonnegut, Barth,
Heller, Barthelme and others-achieved dazzling end-runs
around the strictures of psychological realism to open up thé
forms of the novel, short story and memoir.g,
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