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Even the blindmen’s dogs appeared to know him; and when they saw
him coming on, would tug their owners into doorways and up courts; and
then they would wag their tails as though they said, “no eye at all is bet-
ter than an evil eye; dark master!”®
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It (Christmas Carol) was the work of such odd moments of leisure as’
were left him out of the time taken up by two members of his Chuzzlewit;
and though beguh with but the special design of adding something to the
Chuzzlewit balance, I can testify to the accuracy of his own account of
what befell him in-its composition, with what a strong mastery it seized
him for itself, how he wept over it, and laughed, and wept again, and ex-
cited himself to an extraordinary degree, and how he walked thinking of
it fifteen and twenty miles about the black streets of London, many and
many a night after all sober folks had gone to bed.?
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**We are all charmed with your Carol, chiefly, 1 think, for the genuine
goodness which breathes all through it, and is the true inspring angel by
which its genius has been awakened. The whole scene of the Cratchetts is
like the dream of a beneficent angel in spite of its broad reality, and little
Tiny Tim, in life and death almost as sweet and as touching as Nelly,
------ Well, you should be happy yourself, for you may be sure you have
done more good, and not only fastened more kindly feelings, but promp-
ted more positive acts of beneficence, by this little publication, than can
be traced to all the pulpits and confessionals in Christendom, since
Christmas 1842,--+++-@
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"""" Who can listen to objections regarding such a book as this? It
seems to me a national benefit, and to ev‘ery man or weman who read it
a personal kindness.*«*+*
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There poured upon its author daily, all through that Christmas time,
letters from complete strangers to him which I remember reading with a
wonder of pleasure; not literary at all, but of the simplest domestic kind
of which the general burden was to tell him, amid many confidences, ab-

out their ‘homes, how the Carol had come to be read aloud there, and was
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to be kept upon a little shelf by itself, and was to do them no end of good.
®
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a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time: the only time I know of, in

the long calendar of the year, when men and women seem by one consent
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to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of people below them as
if they really wet;e fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race
yof creatures bound on other journeys.®
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They were a boy and girl: Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish;
but prostrate, too, in their humility. Where graceful youth should have
filled their features out, and touched them with its freshest tints, a stale
and shrivelled haﬂd, like that of age, had pinched, and twisted them, and
pulled them into shreds. Where angles might have sat enthroned, devils
lurked; and glared out menacing. No change, no degradation, no perver-
sion of humanity, in any grade, through ali the mysteries of wonderful .
creation, has monsters half so horrible and dread.®
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