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From Original ‘Alice in Wonderland’ Copy& LT, VA4 X-F ¥ 1
NBEDHIT, O L TKESE R 32T FERLECTT->THFTEE
T3 &T 57T Y AOFERIBHI N, £DTITiE, Alice and the
hookah - smoking caterpillar, an illustration by Lewis Carroll in
the manuscript which is to be sold at auction on April 3 at the
Parke-Bernet Galleries here.
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of a summer day” &#fi) XFTFEEIN TR, £ 0 5654 %2
COMNILARIZ, TYVROETHS Lize Z0/, 18804EIC28F TT Y
ZIVIPTFNE =)= TR, IADBOTED )T/,
ZOH2ANET, BETRY, HEW TR K=Y 2 rDRITKILINT2
TV ARG REEBICHZ) 2 FA—2 P ORBTH b DEFESFE L)
N o> TERARZHFEIT,IT B, 18984EI265F T2 E 72 F YR
I EDFEAPCSERMT ) ADFRICL L F-eth, BRBICIIASD
NTERZRENLER P bR L, £ E2%, 2H5LT, TYR
DREZHENIZ, Ty aVDFEZORIKAEEZT A HNES T2,

ZD 2Rk, 19286 Bick->T, TRy Y VarAviin
=X Ny IR LFRAEE IS, EhOTE L \WISE5ERD UL
SN TREHEOEDT Y Ry R 2MEALET. Yar A r»%H
S REIRISH FAEEA R LEENT 0B, 205 HISESERD 2 i

— 62—



= — - H. 277 » X & FREADIFHE

B, ¥ ru )b F =z LpsiGETHICHE T A L 7zan association copy
T, TZINDOF Y VFNVDIFRPIERHERAALTH ), TraLOF
Zh B LREBRANEESRAADDH 5 —T, b ro—Mid, L. ~Y)
Trw 7Ry DEETHSHG. )Y — 7 VA 7RADLEDIZ, FYR
PEBANTHELLERTH-72,

FEMRBE TE TV IHRENEERICREZ ) JHPRAL =2 —3—7
A LRDREEF, TIFENTWDE, [Z7) A2 ZDTOHIT ) 2%
ROFADOROWEE, 186245, T2 ZOMIEENREHIT, F
727+ — FOBFORENRT Y AL LikE s =y 7IiTHEN
TATE, FHLTHPELLDTH B |, HICIT. 7272192844 A 3 HIZ
0y RrDYFHFE—THI—7 ¥ a v T, REEYEIEERD 2D
COFRHAZFIRANL ) LHHIE- TAA, 12,500K > FAERA T,
THTLE o, 2RETITELEL, ASW. o—Xr3y 7135
AL FURLD 6 BOTHES, 400K > FTFICAN JEME T
72,

CORBORIKE N DEAFIZOVT, T 77 Y RFRD L H Bz
e LTwiz,

“In the leisure of my enforced idleness I began to think about
the aggressions which unusual riches had enabled Americans to
commit earlier in the century against the cultural patrimony of
other countries.” ki3, HKZEZFF DT X ) 7 AHHE D XAEE
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“One ... was a respect for the cultural heritage of all coun-
tries, and another was the jealous preservation of and making
widely available the world’s books, manuscripts, art objects,
and other materials of learning and research.” T7%bb TXTH
EoXtEE*EET LI L, 2 LTHRNICEED 2EW. FHA.
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lectual whose job it is to put other people’s ideas into noiseless
practice, with care to obscure the fact if perchance an idea is
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“As soon as it was safe to go downstairs to the telephone with-
out danger of a relapse, I called Lessing Rosenwald, who had
recently contributed a magnificent collection to the Library of
Congress, and asked his advice.”
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“He accepted my idea with genuine enthusiasm, and volunteered
to put in some large blue chips and to assist me in wheedling
others into supporting the project.”
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“Dr.Rosenbach was as excited as a young girl on her first date.
He offered spontaneously to do the bidding without a commis-
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“Alice must have had some of the contents of the bottle
marked ‘Drink Me’ yesterday, for while she didn’t quite shut up
like a telescope, she was considerably reduced.” [7 ) %3, L%
AT EECTHIBDOFHZEATZDITED Wic\, ERHED L
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“Lot No 51.” said the auctioneer, “the greatest item of Juvenile
literature in the world.” He paused, then asked, May I start
it at $50,000 ?”

There was no answer. The 250 persons waited in the small

sales-room of the Parke-Bernet Galleries, 30 E 57th St. This
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was what most of them had come to witness ——— the sale of the
original manuscript of the book that came to be called “Alice in
Wonderland”.

Originally written for little Alice Liddell in 1863. It had
been treasured by her until 1928, when, needing money, she had
sold it at Sotheby’s in London for $75,259. The buyer at that
time was the American book antiquarian Dr. A.S.W.Rosen-
bach.

Auctioneer Anthony N. Bade hesitated, then said, “I have
a starting bid of $25,000.” Within half a minute the bids rose
to $30,000, $35,000, $40,000, then $50,000 --- where they
stopped

“Sold” said Mr.Bade, “to Dr. Rosenbach for $50,000.”

Outside the salesroom Dr. Rosenbach was being congratulat-
ed by dealers and spectators “Yes,” he said, “it is just 18 years
to the day that I bought it. I'm glad to have it again.”

Only one other person has owned the slight 90-page MS.
since the doctor bought it in 1928. This was the late Eldridge
R. Johnson, one time head of the Victor Talking Machine Co.
It was his collection that was being sold.

One other person was being congratulated in the outer
room. This was David Kirschenbaum, owner of the Carnegie
Book Shop on E 59th St. He it was who started the bidding at
$35,000. He also won a pool among 35 booksellers for guessing
the price “Alice” would bring.

Other dealers got parts of the 101 lots of books, prints,

sketches, letters and photographs relating to the wonderful
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Alice. An unknown name in book collecting circles, Francis A.
Ketlanch, bid the next highest price for an item. This was
$23,000 for the corrected proof sheets of the very first edition
of “Alice”. Later he paid $7,500 for one of the 15 known
copies of the rare 1865 first edition.

Altogether the 101 items brought $7,100,750. Far more, in
fact, than the Rev. C.L.Dodgson, who came to be kﬁown as

Lewis Carroll could ever have guessed.
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One fine day right after Thomas E. Dewey conceded his un-
expected defeat by Harry S. Truman, I took the precious item
from the safe in the Librarian’s office and tucked it in my brief-
case. The manuscript spent a peaceful night in the room where
my 12-year old son slept.
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‘Alice’ Script Has Surprise Exhibit?d R LT KD &S5 e/ B L
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Delay of Liner Inspires its Custodian to Impromptu Showing at
Library.
RERLT. EfzRICT28R»LEE > TS,
.......... the rabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat-
pocket, and looked at it, and then hurried on ....” -----
Alice in Wonderland.

Yesterday morning Dr.Luther H.Evans, librarian of
Congress, took HIS watch out of HIS waistcoat pocket and
then hurried on to the New York Public Library when he dis-
covered that chance had given him time to put the original manu-
script of “Alice in Wonderland” on display for just one day.

Dr. Evans was scheduled to board the liner Queen Elizabeth
yesterday on his way to turn the manuscript over to the British
Museum where it will stay. The liner was late.

It occurred to Dr.Evans that since the manuscript would be
-here for one day more, he might as well let New Yorkers have
one last look at it.

So Dr.Evans telephoned to his friend, Ralph A.Beals, direc-
tor of the library, who told him to bring the manuscript right
over.

They put it in a case under guard just inside the Fifth Ave-
nue entrance of the main branch building at Fifth Avenue and
Forty-second street.

Not only did the liner’s delay give a rare chance to those
persons who happened into the library yesterday but it also pro-
vided Dr.Evans with a safe place to keep it for the day. The

“Alice manuscript was last sold for $50,000 and isn’t the kind of
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a thing that you stuff into your coat pocket along with your
cigarettes.

It is a manuscript known to book lovers the world over. It
is in the handwriting of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, who came
to be known as Lewis Carroll and, as the dedication sets forth,
it was “A Christmas gift for a dear child in memory of a sum-
mer day.”

The summer day was July 4, 1862, when Dodgson, a math-
ematics professor who stammered a little, took Lorina, Alice
and Edith Liddell, the three small and lovely daughters of a
friend, on a river picnic. He made up a story for them about
a little girl named Alice who fell into a great hall. Two years
later he wrote the story and illustrated it, and it was in Alice
Liddell’s stocking on Christmas morning.

Alice became Mrs. Reginald Hargreaves, and just before
her death a few years ago she sold the manuscript. It ended
up in the United States, but the fact that we could have it in
this country simply because we had more money to spend for it
than the British bothered not a few people, among them, Dr.
Evans.

“So now the “Alice” manuscript is going back to the

393

British as a sort of ‘cultural reparation,”” Dr.Evans explained.
He said he had raised by private subscription the $50,000 neces-
sary to buy the book and that it was going to the British
Museum, which had been out-bid by American money when the
manuscript first came up for sale.

“It is a gift from certain persons in the United States to the

— 76—
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British people as the slightest sort of token of recognition for
the fact that they held off Hitler while we got ready for war,”
Dr.Evans said. He will stop off in London for the ceremonial
delivery of the “Alice” manuscript on his way to Beirut,
Lebanon, for a meeting of the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization.

Photographers taking pictures of Dr.Evans, Mr.Beals and
the manuscript in the Public Library foyer yesterday attra‘cted a
crowd. Dr.Evans told everybody about the manuscript and why
it was going back to England. A woman said she would like
to contribute to the project. Dr.Evans told her that most of
the persons who had contributed toward the purchase of the
book had given $1000.

“I’ll give you five dollars if that will help any,” the woman
said. Dr.Evans took her money on the spot and gave her a
receipt. “If there is anything left over, after the subscription is
raised for the manuscript, we will use it to buy other books for
the British Museum; will that be all right with you ?” Dr.
Evans asked. The donor said it would.

Men, women and children pressed around the case in which
the beautiful little bound manuscript lay. There is a bond
among “Alice” lovers. Strangers were soon asking each other
if they remembered the part of where  and so forth.

One young man about five had never heard of “Alice in
Wonderland” and after looking at the manuscript demanded that
his mother proceed forthwith to the children’s lending section

and take out a copy. He set up piercing yells when his mother
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discovered that she did not have her library card with her.

The manuscript was last on public display in New York
City in 1932 at a Columbia University exhibit of items connected
with “Alice in Wonderland.”

(The New York Times p.61 Sunday, November 7, 1948.)
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The next day it was on exhibit for some hours in the New
York Public Library, and was there also for the night, prior to
the sailing of the Queen Elizabeth on November 6, 1948.
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“...the gift was made by a group of citizens of the United
States who wanted to perform an act of justice (cultural repara-
tion) and also an act of thanks for the valiant defense of West-
ern civilization and the liberties of all men against German
might and terror, a defense organized by the British while
Americans were engaged in arguments over whether interna-

tional affairs were of any concern to them.”

INZRITTAYIR)—FREDY 27 =7 4 v ¥ v —KEI K=
BEHORE—F 2B kT2,
“.... an unsullied and innocent act in a distracted and sin-
ful world ... a pure act of generosity.”
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Carroll Work Returned,”Original Manuscript of ‘Alice’/Present-
ed to British Museum, Special to The New York Times

London, Nov. 13 ———- Lewis Carroll’s original manuscript of
“Alice in Wonderland,” which has been for the last twenty
years in the United States, was formélly presented to the
British Museum here today by Dr.Luther H.Evans, Chief
Librarian of the Library of Congress. The 86-year-old work
was accepted by Dr.Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury,
as principal trustee of the museum.

The manuscript originally was bought at a London auction
in 1928 by a New York book dealer. In 1946 it was auctioned
in the United States, and was bought for $50.000 by Dr.Evans,
representing a group of thirty anonymous donors of the presenta-
tion.

According to museum officials, week - end visitors to the
museum already have begun flocking to the Manuscript Room,
where the immortal work is on exhibit.

(New York Times, p.6 Nov. 14, 1948)
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searching the dictionary for words to adequately express his
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feelings over the appointment of the new head of the Library of
Congress. “Dee - lighted,” Teddy’s own word of years ago fits
like a glove.” 70 71327V 7x—FBENI L, 774 XT & %i3&
B2 L FoTnDE, FRUEERY 4 FT - =XV FDEBEHRTLH
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life and personality of Luther H.Evans, with all of his gusto
and vitality, and, second, the fulfillment of some of his visions
and hopes for international culture, including the flow of books
in the world. of scholarship and of commerce. ....” U7 ¥ AD
DEPSEEHIZENELT 74 2 T4 EVHRINIE 722 8, E72
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I found him full of imagination and hope. If there was one
characteristic which impress me most, it was the boundlessness
of his hope. He did not allow himself to be confined by the
probable but always reached out to what he thought was neces-
swary and desirable. If others did not share his vision, he
would first try to persuade them to share it and then work with
ingenuity and courage to see that his vision was fulfilled. [2 & %
HIENT, =77 » X3PEE, RIS TSI, LELS
&, EENS LR HEICEL THER L, o BIFT 2 28Rk
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