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The Oni Demon and Yasha Demon of Gango Temple:
‘Ma’ of Moral Tales and Kyogen

Kazuo Taguchi
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The oni of Gango Temple (or Asuka Temple) was first recorded in a
Buddhist priest’s moral tale in the Nihon ryoiki, thereafter becoming
famous in the history of Japanese literature ‘The yasha of Gango
Temple, recorded in both the Nihon kanreiroku and Kojaku monogatari
also became famous ‘Later the tales of the two were combined to form
the legend of The Oni of Gango Temple ‘Usage of the proverb Gagoze
ni kamaseyo his means If you don’t stop crying, the boogie-men will get
you appears in the performances of the kyogen plays Shimizu and
Nukegara. (Note: ‘Gagoze’ is an alternative pronunciation of Gango
Temple.) Furthermore, Oni kirazu, a kyogen play of the Kaga Maeda

family created from the oni ale, is explored.
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