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Gratitude to All Who Helped the Bunkyo Volunteers

It is our great pleasure to avail ourselves of this opportunity to express our heartfelt
gratitude to all who kindly helped the Bunkyo University Student Volunteers make 2005
another memorable and successful year.

The Bunkyo Volunteers visited Kosovo, Bosnia and East Timor in 2005.

Traveling to Kosovo in March, the volunteers based in Peja (Pec) visited some
schools and a college to assist classes in education to introduce Japan in collaboration with
the Kosova Centre for Human Rights (KCHR). They also participated in the work of Kosovo
World Vision, an international NGO active in Kosovo in helping the physically handicapped
people. During their stay a tense moment emerged. The incumbent Prime Minister of Kosova
was indicted to the International Criminal Tribunal of the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The
Hague. Speculation was rife in some quarters that violent protest may be waged against the
ICTY decision. The Bunkyo volunteers witnessed, however, that the citizens of Kosovo coped
with the agonizing situation with poise and composure. We extend our warm appreciation to
Dr. Neshad Asllani, Director of KCHR, Mr. Ali Asllani, child human rights expert, KCHR, Ms.
Sharon Burton, Director of World Vision Kosovo, and Ms. Hitomi Honda WVK Programme
Officer, for their kind cooperation.

In late August through early September, the volunteers visiting Bosnia were
engaged in helping young people through the Youth Centers in Hambarine and Ljubija of the
Prijedor region, north western Bosnia, and exchanged with all walks of life in Srebrenica,
eastern Bosnia, donating in all these towns stationary, musical instruments and sports goods
which were collected in and brought from Chigasaki, Bunkyo University’s home town.
Prijedor, as represented by the Omarska camp, is known for the ethnic cleansing of Muslim
citizens in the early days of the Bosnian War, while Srebrenica was the venue where the
worst massacre in the post-war Europe took place. The volunteers’ visit to Srebrenica
happened to be shortly after the 10th anniversary observance of the tragedy. They visited the
Memorial Park cemetery on a now peaceful sprawling hill in nearby Potocari. “Never Again,”
pleads a line of a monument. The young Japanese who know nothing of a real war eyed the
vivid scar of the savage armed conflict. "Never Again” corresponds to “No More Hiroshima.”
They also saw people striving hard for recovery and reunion. For these experiences in
Srebrenica and Prijedor we thank a lot of friends: Mr. Alexandre Prieto, Programme Director
of UNDP Srebrenica, and his staff, Ms. Patrizia Bugna, representative of Italian NGO “Local
Development Agency (LDA),” and her staff, Mr. Hikaru Izumiya, Economic Development



Adviser to the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina, to name a few. The Sarajevo
Diplomatic Corps also provided the students with a rare opportunity for exchange.

The Bunkyo Volunteers have visited East Timor for these five years consecutively. In
fact they visit the Pacific island country almost every summer and/or spring to help an
orphanage in remote Baguia village on the foot of the near 3,000-meter-high mountain range.
In the past they participated in health care service, mangrove or forest development projects,
agricultural training, etc., launched by Japanese NGOs. During the latest visit in late
August the volunteers, based at the orphanage in Baguia as usual, were engaged in the
works - repairing the orphanage building, tree planting, donating stationary and sports
goods to the village school, giving environmental education to kids and villagers. Visit to an
agricultural training center in Liquica in western East Timor, opened and managed by
OISCA International, a champion Japanese NGO in agricultural development assistance, is
also a regular program of the volunteers. Without active participation and cooperation of
local people, Mr. M. A. Gueterres (Lito) , Director of OISCA Timor Leste, among others, as
well as officials of the Japan International Cooperation Agency the Bunkyo Volunteers could
not satisfy their mission in East Timor. We salute to all who helped the volunteers.

The last but not the least, we should mention the great contribution of faculty
members and students of the Bunkyo University Shonan Campus. The Faculty of
International Studies always rendered warm support for the student volunteering overseas.
Many students of the campus were willing to collect a variety of materials to be donated for
needy people. The alma mater of volunteers and citizens of Chigasaki were also helpful in
collecting donation and in-kind contribution, so the volunteers could be constantly active.

. Volunteering by the Bunkyo Volunteers is not limited to the activities in the former
conflict-ridden areas of the world. To make small but notable contribution the volunteers also
launch relief fund raising campaigns for the disaster-hit people - quake sufferers in Iran,
Niigata (Japan) and Indian Ocean coast countries in the past and most recently those in
Pakistan.

This brief note of gratitude is addressed mainly to the friends overseas. More
individual names are found in the list affixed to this report. Although the report is written in
Japanese, we trust that the photo section will help you to have a glimpse of the 2005

activities of the Bunkyo Volunteers. Thank you all, and see you again.

Advisers to the Bunkyo Volunteers:
Prof. Kyoichi Nakamura

Prof. Kaoru Hayashi

Associate Prof. Yuko Ikuta
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