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When under pleasant trees
Pan is no longer sought, I feel a free,
A leafy luxury, seeing I could please
With these poor offerings, a man like
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Sleep and Poetry

Augustan

stood

Here are sweet peas, on tip-toe for a
flight:

With wings of gentle flush o’er delicate
white,

And taper fingers catching at all things,

To bind them all about with tiny rings.
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Where swarms of minnows show their
little heads,

Staying their wavy bodies ’gainst the
streams,

To taste the luxury of sunny beams

Temper'd with coolness. How they
ever wrestle

With their own sweet delight, and ever
nestle

Their silver bellies on the pebbly sand.

If you but scantily hold out the hand,

That very instant not one will remain;

But turn your eye, and they are there
again.

The ripples seem right glad to reach
those cresses,

And cool themselves among the em’rald
tresses;

The while they cool themselves, they
freshness give,

And moisture, that the bowery green

may live:
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Yes, I must pass them for a nobler
life,
Where I may find the agonies, the

strife
Of human hearts.

(18) J. Keats’ Letter : B. Baily Mar., 13. 1818.
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