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It was a large room with a bed in one corner, and it was wholly desti-
tute of anything resembling a carpet or a curtain. The remaining furniture
consisted of two or three rush-bottomed chairs, one large cheap lounging
chair, and two large plain tables. There were plenty of shelves (common
deal, unpainted), and on them an immense litter of books in different
languages, most of them in paper covers, and bought second-hand, but in
readable editions. In the way of material luxury there was a pot of to-
bacco, and if a friend dropped in for an evening a jug of ale would make
its appearance. My Bohemian was shabby in his dress, and unfashionable,
but he had seen more, and passed more hours in intelligent conversation
than many who considered themselves his superiors. The entire material
side of life had been systematically neglected, in his case, in order that
the intellectual side might flourish. It is hardly necessary to observe that
any attempt at luxury or visible comfort, any conformity to fashion, would
have been incompatible, on small means, with the intellectual existence

that this German scholar enjoyed.
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