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She (the woman) looked at Marjofie piteously. “Is the doctor nice?” she
‘whispéred.” “I'm awful afraid.”

Marjorie was picking up her papers. Waiting so long, she had been able,
almost, to finish correcting her arithmetic papers. She could go to bed early
to night.  She would tell Philip when. he called that she had a headache.
She’ d been having headaches lately, it was true enough. “Marjorie, you look
all pulled down,” her mother kept saying. “It's only spring,” she had answered
listlessly.

e “he’s nice enough,” she said to the woman. “You needn’t be afraid.”

The. doctor had been nice enough, a new doctor who did not know- her, for
of course she could not go to old Dr. MacGrath, who had always known.
He nhad been quick and brusque------ she was glad for his cold clean eyes that
had never seen her before. “Unmistakable,” he had said. “Too late—three
months along; I should say. ----- Next, please,” he had said to the nurse,
strippi'ng off his rubber gloves.

‘ “I'm afraid T'll die!” The woman’s dead gray eyes suddenly shone with
living tears. She swallowed hard and blew her nose. “No that I have
anything to live for,” she went on, her voice broken “I haven’t anybody
—not chick nor child—I always said if I'd only had a child!”

“Yes,” -said Marjorie quietly, “it would make a difference.” she was

drawing on her gloves. She wanted to get out of this sad room, ------ (D)
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Death! There were things in life so much worse than death. The words
(death) came like an echo. Where had she heard them? She thought a
moment and remembered. Her mother had said them to a neighbor. They
were sitting by that day in Christmas vacation, that bright and wonderful
day when she and Philip kad------ had---+-- been to the island. She had come
into the house at sunset, warm, excited, and tranquil together. The sky,
when she shut the door, kad been pellucid with the clear cold twilight—not
a cloud—and there, behind the flat Wisconsin horizon, there was a long
orange bar of sunset.

-.--.- No regrets?” Philip. had asked, staring down at her before he
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opened the door for her. His young, too-sensitive face was tense with
waiting for her reply.

“Glad------ glad!” she had said, her face brightly upturned. He had bent
to kiss her quickly. '

“Wife!” he whispered.
* “Husband!” her lips had framed.

“We are husband and wife,” he had said, binding the words together.

She nodded, and slipped into the door. Out of the sitting room, her
mother’s voice came flatly, “But I always say, Mrs. Smith, there’s even

worse things than death.” ------ 2)
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Marjorie Bair came out of the doctor’s office, into the waiting room.

. The same three people she had left there looked up at her quickly. They.

had been waiting for her to come out so that they could take their turn.
- All the time the doctor was making his examination she had thought of

them now and again,—they would be so tired waiting. She had waited so

long herself. Nearly all her holiday afternoon had gone into waiting—

precious day, when she might have been with Philip. Philip had wanted

her to go down the river with him to their little island. It was barely

spring; but all winter there had been fine days when they had gome. But

this was the finest day of all. Philip could not understand why she could

not go. And she had not made up her mind whether or not she would

tell- him. (3) \
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The woman shook her head. “I know I have my death in me,” she said

heavily: - Death! There were things in life so much worse than -
death. The words came like an echo. Where had she heard them? She



thought and remembered. Her mother had said them to a neighbor:-+---(4)

LOHFEET, KEAGLDEFEDOOZRDOWVWT T ‘death’ &5 TS,
Rz 7 Marjorie DB EME S RO 3, There were things in life
so much worse than death. &\ 5 D13, BRI TRENTVSED,
WEITHRDBL OREBICH LTV BERDIN, oG birth (life) %
O %C, Marjorie EZEBMONCRLI-NHBEATH S5, ZOFHE
7B % L7 Marjorie @[RIfE &S, FwEIIITDT, TOEMOES
& Marjorie O % B L2 TIN5, Tibb, ik Philip O,
RHBFEATRE 572D » & D DAENE, RO &, LD, EpE, Philip
LOWAEY, FEORURERC L 808, ARRAFINTIED 55, Wil
DR D, SMEMICHE OBEMICE XL b5,

X5, ZOEIEDOHDE, Marjorie OLOEPREZRLTWE T E
FEN TR bV, Thbb, 2T, death % key-word ic LT
WARINI U E 573, T OEARIAE L 7 < Marjorie & Philip DBI{fIC
JFoTLBEVS, BEWEREFRE->TV5d, 2% VEMDELHERIC
Lo TEREIND—F, LOHBDENLD, TOERODH DV HITI T
BREN, Marjorie 0EHOTLEE DTWDHHOIMATH D03 50E
CHRENTVWE DI THS, GIFARIBE)

% Marjorie EEZFNTERTHS < L2 EESh, FHTHCL
LIS, b HEBLNCEFEIRNC L 2B ST, ROIRY, BREHE
FETCHLRLCOLDTHSD, TOROHPTORED £z, a0 LES
ENFeALe, Philipitxthd 5%, HBEA~OHLRELZDECDH LR
HXgC, BEOFRERFH L Tnw5, Pearl Buck 13z & T% repre-
sented speech, interior monologue, soliloquy 7z &% Fi\v>C, loneliness
 &EFCL, Marjorie OBEHMATONNY 7Y 7 4 DENEHNT,
LOREZERL, ST TR, BECRL 5 X 5 RE 7 passage

— 58 —



St o o3y 7@ Virgin Birth i o\
2oL BT TS, COWMHSTASHHBMEIL, 1LY LRfEFRMmE
DHDTHS 3, '

FRIMAI2 X 51, ELOMRECIE, LETERS S Avbh, BA
#8& LT Marjorie DEFOBRITRIIL TV 523, BEEHCHRVTIL,
KRS narrative DL &> Tw5b, L, %O narrative orhic
%, F\ interior monologue < represented speech 734 ZAZHI LT
1%, Marjorie DEF#EZDLTHETINT, MFOFHI 2 T T
B, BEMICNV TS, BERL IvbhTws,

BhEsiR72 X5 Tefln 0 DB FIRICImE L C, Shica v b T A b
D, MREICHWBRTWS L LA SNG, COEROTEIR, RE
S WinEn s Virgin Birth i2fifz <15 < Marjorie o HigX, &
BEITHEP, TOLBETHEEGEVI DOEZRELTEER D L,
Pearl Buck [ZAE(MICriFS@T, Moo, HESZ®RAT 5,
Lid, ZOBE, ThbaX VRESHL TR0, FRAR,
Philip & DB, % L TEARICET N, SOL X5 BRI
5o T REDEK 5 0BG & v 5 72 % Marjorie iWiF 213 T3, &
o1k Marjorie OFRESEIEE LT, ZEOLMDIRI2EET 20
WL TV, AR, MAOBEMEC BEEEZ bz Tws, L
T, BREOFE L= Marjorie 23 <2 D% FAMIIESE5 DT
LT, EEE, fRROEEEICRWT, HEZE LV vbiE (=) @
mood DHICIKAES C EICL-T, £2IC2Y F T % L OBERRD >
T, BHOHRDRIC, BEVIHLY 1D0&&NiEN205 50T
ER W EARZICEBY, SR TCHIEEOFDRE5E <, Marjorie 7%
@&k@%ﬁ%@ﬁ,%%Wﬁﬁﬁbfﬁ%@%%ﬁofhé%ﬁh%@
B> oRETH D, FHRBBNEDICIEE BEN TV HLOEL B TS -
77

59



She wanted to get out of this. sad room, where the woman sat waiting
to be told she had cancer in her breast, where the coughing, haggard,
middle aged man waiting to be told he had no lung. .- ’

The woman shook her head. “I know I have my death in me,” said

she heavily. “I don’t know why: I care ------” «-oee Death------ 5)
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