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Foreign Language Education at Universities in Japan
Kazue Takeda

Since the revision of the Standards for the Establishment of
Universities and the degree system in 1991, each university and
department in Japan has been expected to decide, in accordance with
its academic and educational polity, how it values foreign language
education in its four year program. On the other hand, there is a
growing demand that each university and department should make
clear the level of achievements of its educational program in reference
to the global standards, to guarantee and enhance the quality of
education, and improve the international competitiveness. In this
research note, I point out the potential roles that foreign language
education can play in the improvement of undergraduate education, by
examining the ‘competencies to be acquired through the bachelor's
degree’ proposed by the Central Council for Education in its report
titled ‘Towards the enhancement of undergraduate education’ (2008).
I also overview current situations of foreign language education, based

on the data released by the MEXT in 2004 through 2009.
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