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The mischaracterization and fabrication of content by a Japanese television
show and attitude conditioning: Did attitude conditioning lead to a loss of
credibility in a television show?

Tooru TAZUMI - Kunio MIDZUNO - Shunichi ISHIHARA

This study focused on the mischaracterization and fabrication of content by a Japanese television
show (Hakkutsu! Aruaru Daijiten II) in order to test the assumption that attitude conditioning
mediates attitude formation in everyday situations. This study also investigated whether attitude
conditioning caused this TV program to lose credibility once the fabrication was exposed. Health
information was presented to participants by two other television shows prior to exposure of the
fabrication (pre-conditioning) and afterwards (post-conditioning). This study examined whether the
reliability of that information increased or not in contrast to information in Hakkutsu! Aruaru
Daijiten II once the mischaracterization and fabrication of its content was exposed. Results indicated
evidence of a contrasting effect since the reliability of information in the other shows increased once
the fabrication was exposed. Results suggested that the fabrication of its content was exposed
Hakkutsu! Aruaru Daijiten II lost credibility. The loss of credibility by Hakkutsu!l Aruaru Daijiten II

as a result of attitude conditioning is discussed.

Key words : attitude conditioning, contrasting effect, loss of credibility, mischaracterization and

fabrication of content
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