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Development of a Multifaceted Cooperativeness Scale:
Cooperativeness in university students

Maine TOBARI, Fumiko NAQO, Toshimoto SHUTO
Tomoko OYAMA, & Ayano KIMURA

The concept of cooperativeness was reconsidered as a collection of various aspects and a
Multifaceted Cooperativeness Scale was developed on the basis of a study of university students.
This scale consists of four subscales: Collaborative problem-solving, Harmoniousness,
Uncooperativeness, and Cooperation. The relationship between the subscales of Cooperativeness and
various traits and experiences was examined. Results indicated that Collaborative problem-solving,
Cooperation, and Harmoniousness were correlated with variables that were assumed to be closely
related to cooperativeness, and results also indicated that Uncooperativeness was inversely
correlated with those variables. Moreover, Collaborative problem-solving and Cooperation were
related to individuality, secure attachments, accepting heterogeneity in peer relationships, eager
participation in club activities, and volunteering, but Harmoniousness was inversely related to
individuality and not related to club activities or volunteering. Harmoniousness was also related to
personal distress, evaluation apprehension, sensitivity to rejection, ambivalent attachments, and
feeling pressure to conform from peers. Students in the liberal arts and club leaders scored higher in
Collaborative problem-solving than students in the sciences and club members. In addition, students
participating in student council, music clubs, and sports clubs scored higher in Cooperation than
those participating in cultural clubs or those who were not a member of a club. Males scored higher
on Uncooperativeness than females. Studies need to be conducted with other age groups and they
need to incorporate additional variables and the validity of the Multifaceted Cooperativeness Scale

needs to be examined further.

Key words : cooperativeness, construct validity, university students, club activities, volunteering
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