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Reflections on Copyright from the Point of View of Freedom of Information (3)
-Some Important Points in Issue of the MYUTA Case in Japan-

Mamoru lino
Abstract

This article discusses a prominent copyright infringing case decided by the Tokyo district court in
2007. In the case, the court decided illegal the service named MYUTA. MYUTA was the service that
transmitted some music data to the users’ cellphones and enabled them to hear music on the phone.
In this service original music data were owned by users themselves. The provider of this service did
only provide a necessary software, store the music data and transmit them to the users. However,
the court decided the service illegal because it infringed the right to transmit and copy copyrighted
works. In this article, the author points out that the court did not give due consideration to the actual
information flow and this was a critical point in issue of the case.
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