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Knowing the Social from the Everyday World :
A Consideration of Dorothy Smith’s Sociology for Women
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine some key concepts of Dorothy Smith’s feminist sociology
through reading her early study, “Institutional Ethnography: A Feminist Research Strategy” (Smith
1987:151-179). In this article she re-raised the classical sociological issue about the relationship
between people’s local and particular experience and extra-local and general social relations, and
suggested an alternative sociology that explores how the everyday world of people’s experience is
put together by social relations that extend beyond the everyday world. She argued that traditional
sociological method of inquiry translates people’s own knowledge of the world of their everyday
practices into the objectified knowledge to make everyday world accountable within sociological
discourse. On the other hand, her sociology locates the starting point of inquiry within people’s actual
experience and their own knowledge. The key concepts of her sociology, such as ‘the everyday world
as problematic’ ‘standpoint of women’ ‘institutional ethnography’ ‘work knowledge’, make visible how
people are connected into the extended social relations of ruling from people’s standpoints. Through
examining these concepts, this paper develops the method of sociological inquiry into knowing the
social from people’s actual everyday world.
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O LEEE AT, HBRPICBWTOHTERERETEOLEMENF 2 bND £ 910k b, Hik
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TN DTH D,
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FEHE M (Smith 1987:151-179) |1, KD 5 i BRLY ML > T D, 1AL FEHYERIE O H A ZE (the
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HILIL, T AIAOMOBEEFEN L, WICEOFHREZTH L NI T, AIADHEFD
BFEFIECONTELRL TN,

2. HRFHRAOBRE

2—1. [ZMOIAIBHE]HSDHEZE  BEORE
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LAEDNLBALE D B O L 1x, B O PRIk L TR & X872 57 7 n—F
HLDHILHEETDH, TNETOARFLE W) FRIOHP CESR SIMNL SN TE imaChE s
By EF50TiER<, A2 OREORBRZMGET 2 REOER e EiE, AEAEHRD
SNEHNENOHELT D EEBNE LTS, DFE D Ax ZX5 (object) IZHRHAE T, i H D
TR (subject) & LCOFEERIFELL D L7560 TH D, £z, HEFCE-THOENTNSHIS
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EBIZHY BT D20 THD, AIADHEEL, TROASRFOBISEN, W LTSRS L
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TWLDE, HANORBRAE RN E® D, ZOMHEE72 O (the social) | ZF15 00 3T
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T Y =7 EOmMEHARITERERD D00 F IR0 FRb D, ERBERTNDHDTE,
UL, Ax O HE ORBRE T 2 HEEEOSiE & A | HERICH FAEER A x5 Ax
DI BAENBIRET DL NI FE L, BRENTHWHDTHD,
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INETOHSFE, Vo X =W ZHAR L CE o, 2%, 1ZEAEHEOEATE
Zbh, SN, EONTELZOTHD, 1970 FFERUMKE, BEFOHEZOL L OMEICHT 5
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52 EIZHMENRRIETH ST DITMNHRR SN TE T2, EWVWH 2 EiThoTz, LOLAERD,
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ZNE TOEHIT ORI L Y N0 2 EHERIFRRE® &2 & 5 HEOSUIRO T TH S H
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I BT, ENFE TOHEFOER T EL, e 2 5 gk (FE) 35881, BilhInk
HEMIREZECSEDZLICBNWTT VT4 7 THLIERDFEE, ZTORENLHEELTE
Too A& OBLED B FEAETEOBBRIL, iR ORI A FHT 5 BRSO E KO 2B
e LTERENTE IO, HESMMRENAERN, RF0T 7 A MDA E NI AR ENS
MOMEY E LTEY EF O TEEOTH D, ZOEKRT, TRE TOESFOBREIA DL
I, A HOHSEMEMRL, FEEL, Bl L, 8L, ST HHEMRRICVERH L, LA D
n5, HERERL. XA+ 5T —72 (uling work) D 22T L TWAHDE LA AEE 5, (Kt
IR VDFALIR) TR E TR TEME 22 & #RFOBBIRAD Z N DL iR 5 5#
BGx, ZoOIZALS 2% 55 (ruling apparatus) | O, BRI - AR - BEFTHIVE I A A R 72 A pk 22
FRAEHE L THELT 20O TH 5,

BEFEOAEFOBRLEIT, TOF T/ ZThae b B L THERNKELSND & 2 HDOEBMROF % &
L CHFIET 5, HEHR 0840 (BB SnzERE, BRICEET DA OT7 7 F 27 ) 7 4
DOFRBTIT72L< . 77 A MZEDWTZ Hikin EADOFRICK T 5B EO N TN EEZY THbH, +
NHIET 7 A REWHI I A2 LB L CTHERICA B, a2 5 WMDY AT A Th
2 ONT MR IS 5, AERO 2 b OMER) - 3L, FEOME AL S IZIMEIIST L
TWb, TNETO-EESFE, 20X FTHIALMLN IR ZH T L, 1EY BiF, k4
RLTEEDIELEAIRITE D,
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RIETREIE o7, BEE LT, Akl bid, BHNAEANLZBERT A vk, ala=y—
vard LTHRWEN RS T 2 EFa21ToCE iz, L LT, bk, T 5
HEOPTITA LEIK ATHDLBMHDTZDIC, SRR E 2R L T& 7, e LT, &
PET=BIE, FRROUE VAT DB T LHBOMEF M- TETZ, ZORIITLTMERELR,
ARSI T D BYOH KT 5 /A XE A2 LT 2 ik, bRzl n Ty 20
FB P E TR ENTETZDOTH D,
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WZxf L TAIAD, ZYEONIBALEN DI E DAEFIE, BT HEEICE > THRETH D
MEOIEBIZ L > UIRH SN BRNWT =27 2 LT D AL & imféﬂﬁkwﬁﬁ%ﬁwﬁf
L. HERTFOREEOMEIL, LW Ny 7 ZH ALY | Fii 2Bl Ff > THEFE RO
BERICHR DML Lo Z ETh D, D LAIFEBIX, TREbodolmik, Ltk LTofk
B H & OATELRER O SR E 2 4 2 13T 0 a2V NS LCAIET B & ) RIEIC LA
LTV % (Smith 1987:153) | £ 59 DT 5,

2O LU — 7R E R L CE  ETomaimikorlix, Eo B2 on2 0 s
20, THDZTLIFENNILTENLNZEI THDH LI R0 FTRIZHLORNINE LB TR DD
M LN ZEITONTOLMEE LTORSDIREYEST 57201215, LMER TR L U CEE
T B L ZANSIED D HFIENME (Smith 1987:153) 172D Th 5, AI RZIEPMEI 7256 0%, KR
T AIEE DR E B T LZ DEB A LSRR OB SR L » TR S
NHMGE EOZEMIC TR, BERELT, MHAE LT, Miki=bOEED B AR AL
STFLNTWAGFEELE L THIRAEEI LTH5DTH S,

[(BEfE] Z 2 Clk, 2R b DOEMD 2O Rl shTng
—OlF, TNETOIEFD, ﬂf%&ﬁ@ﬁ@b%%tj%ﬁé%@ﬁf%é A H o (S
BARER)ASEMER L, L, BHHIL, B8 L, Bl 201k, SEAITE - BRE - BEPTHR L
WCRBWTART IHEMRRECH D, ZOHEMERIL, 77 A hb——FAlanzboThnE T
e b o Thiv, ERAEERME L L CGHEM 2 BT 5 A0 CE—ICfh s vz, F8lbs
N SEm e o mis e R KRS & LTS, [EBIA T EARR 8 2 A ORBRIE
Hl R IC Bt S AL, 77 A M SNSRI | I TR 2 i o g t—
HEMESRE L T—HEIZmoNs Z Ll b, FEOBEANGHN L TNEHLOE LTS
RUBSIE, EEO B AR MROERG WD X0, 178 - B - BRI Z ORI 22 feE
BRI HOIEY HENTEZSRNBEY THH0), TRETORERIE, 20X IR0 T
mﬁbﬂ%ﬂtﬁﬁ%%fmb\WULH\%%LT%E@%&%ﬁéﬂfwé@f%&
AIADETRTDHH ) 0D b OIE, LD BALE, Tbh, LR AR EHT
BHI BT ORI ST B CE RO BAEN SR HTHDH, ZOHMIlIE
TP & MERRICAFAE L TV D DI TIEARWZ LSRR SN D, KDL HALE & \Fimﬁé
RENZLE > THRETH LN, ZOEBEONATIERMEINR2NT —7 2175 TV D A& DL HAL
%T&éoﬁéiﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁkmxﬁm\:hi?#@éﬂf%t@wwﬂW%%ﬁﬂﬁb
FEFORI R BRI 2 2 &L TIERVWORE, LD HALED L OFRTF L1, Eito L5k
U~7%ﬁofwéAa@W%Mﬁ%#éﬁﬁwmﬁb@éw%%wﬁu<ﬁ£%@@M@%
@ﬂ@ﬁ%%%biok?é$ 2EOZLETHD,

(R DHEEE IC L > COEBHEINR2NT =7 2 L TWDHALIE, BHEORAXDORBRED DL—
T%/&LT@U 7 xBLT, BATDOHEAGORRSCERLORNZ . 0 B FATER O
WNESCTIZR A TE WSRO SERICE > T LIFEL TWD, 29 L2y —7fix ey
DEIIHO Lo TWD D%, FEEREICHEAEHER A4 X D5 A2 O HABIZBWTHD Z &
WIZ LTCHBED, ZO<ERMRbO>EMDHO0 S, M OAIHPREIN TNWDIDOTH S,

2—3. A2 %&8iBT3-OTIEE. ARDPHESEMBEHDOHESZEDEE
A ADFERT, WD 2L ERBUL I

= SUU S RN DES
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BRI CONTLE ) —— IR LW HSHE R L L) 25, 202 kiE, &
PEORBRO RS Z2H A O BB LA RO ZE2 /D 5 Z & Tk, ©1LAZZT
WIS N D OIE, B ORBOMREZ T 2SR 2R T 27200 %, YORBRO IR
WChH 252D THD,

LNEDSEHALE DN D DA PR 2 & (LT 2 I OB E X, A E AR R~ 5z (M
VY @ problematic) Th D, 7R T L vT 4 7 (BMORMODEH D H D) & LTOHH I (everyday
world as problematic) & U9 RV 6) (3 BLRAESICR T 5 B A AR IR O FRRR L O B Dk
MIZL > T THNDDOE, ZORME L. BEAGEROLSIFRRM X, B AT IR O
M@ A D B & OIFEBYOHEIPHDO NS TITE DN LIRS Z ENTE R, EWIHI KB TchHD, =D
A ARTE TR O SR ETH e ik bix, JRPTRAETE &R 2 [E 50 - ERER 7t - R3% - Bus
AIRFR AR AA A T FEFICHEMER O BBRIC L s TIRESN TV D, I I, R
I AR FEIRER A > TS BT DTH 5,

AIAPRET DARFEHROMHFE(EMY —7) L1, 2o BEAGHEROMO LM S5
WOV =72 WH T 72, Zid, ZOFRTHGTELMTA L, #5355 LTV AL, vzl
THANLTHNTVEDEAS I, EVIINTH D, R, BEEORBRSC, HEORBREZO
EO97bDE LTAL LG, HOBOHMMIERICE > TOREOEFZH SN T
E HALABRIC L o THEk S, BERENTWD, TZEOSTHALE |55 OS5 E S 5
L&l - BREZRD D3, AIRIE, TADORBROAE~ N 7 AZBELIVE TS
ANx & (AI A HEFR EOLREEL LT, ZOBRRITAALINDERETLEA 9 L F 9 (Smith
1987:164), W H Db, HEOK N HEATE IR OB L2 ERRF TH Y . BFEGIR O
RO TREDREEY DH & OIFB)OERIZ, HHER, OEHERSD FTRKBEL TWLHHET
HHNOT, TIEDOSEHALED D OIEFORFEOHBEREZRET 201X, ThETothass
WO FMDOFOHT AY —TiEe<, BOHFAERRIZONWTOHRMAOT—7 - J Loy
(work knowledge) (W TH 2056 TH D,

bhAA, ZOWBEOMHEL LTEHSND bOIE, RO TIERW, HE%EIL. FAAR
R EZZT 2 ORI TIERY, ©LAZ I TRALGND T 7o —F 1%, 1960 DA K D Lo
BT HA LY ARA - LA DU IO LREDLDEERETLIOEEAIRTIEY, (20T
Fa—Fid, AT RR S BON TE -2 LICFBN R MHAERELY AHZE 9 L) —oD=
YUY AFA LAV TOBRESZ D0 LV (Smith 1987:154), | Z OEFEIX, 2Ty
ARA LAV T DRI, EFEHFEINSIH2HDTHDH, TOEKRTEBTIERLS, HAEE
B2 b0 TH D, HHEOSLIHALEN D ORI B HIEE T OIGIX, BIERBRO—{b S
NERBEMAT IO TH D, 2F0, & LHEF LEZNEORME, H5WIZFR CEHEO~ b
V7 ARSI LI R 2MEORS A . ZOMIEEZRRT 2 LM bAGREATED L9 —>
DO ERLL D) ETHZERDTH D,

[RfiE] A 2 A0S T, BEERBRT 5 IRB VN L TENEZB X I AESBIRIC & - Tk
ENTODONENET S FEEZ, MOREO EERICE 2 DS FNRENDIENTND, D
BRI RPLST BV RO FEEERORBR O T & HFEE T, D 2 & A RE b S Lo BRUcisi L
RN FRER I D DI,

EEREER T AR E O X 9T STV B, FEERICH 038R L TV B AETER B Ofl
FAONE BT AN LD Z ENTERNE W RN H 5, FERFHRIET,. O HF4AE



SCERFEBEIRE W27k 2 5 20074 1 A

EHRA~O OB IS, [FOFTHSTEHITA LES LTHH IR, Wiz LTH
BN THNTNEDIEAI DLWV INAHFERTHY . BoroRBROLa e~ U 7 2 &8
fRLIDWEE D Ax b (RI AN ZHEOLFEEE L LTIThiLd &),

AHEDOBEED DNV—T 4 U EBITTHHT, BHOEEORBRZ MG L, JH5L, B
flL. 8L, T 5 BT 228 OFINCERTRMICSIL, BOEHETHZ ERALIT
EH 5, EERRTL2MAONELGIE, ZOMERBROMBLO S &2+ ii+ 52 &n
TRV, DFEVASORBRORY EHLERAREATHL72DICE L EWHIRBRAH L, Z OMIE
RO 2 . BRI T 2 RS BN FIROEEEORERO LT 63 HL T &
DX RBIETERRD LN THDH DT,

ZD XD RS FRIE DRI T B DX, AERFE VI FHOTOL T I —TlERL . BHEE
EHFIZOWTOREBADIT—2 « )Ly THDH, FNTHFEEEIROMEL-EEETH
0. HEEEHEROEROMTREOREED OH &2 OIEBOERICH b HEHERLY 7 CTRiE L
W5, HEATEZFEBIZAEZ D A2 iE, B0 R FEAEIEDMY SLHIZOWTORUADT b7 Ak
EEBLTHWAEOTHD, APEARMIEALTWAZOT—7 - J Ly Uk Flbsn:
TERUTHEHEFIC AT 500 F3sRO BN TWE D, HEAFIFICE T 5 A ORI,
ZOIMIIEE L, TOWNHTIZRS Z LD TERWESBRICE > T shikEsnTn5, @
NDORRERZ RN S/ 5 (HE2m7e b 0) ZmbHR00 e, NacxDT—7 « 7 Ly ITEIL T, fi#H
LTS HEFRIEPHB SN TN DD TH S,

3. PUFaT7IVEEREERE LT 56D E L TORIERFERER

3—1. HELFRHRICOVWTOHSZNFEEL (2 TH
[H & ATE SR~ RV (problematic) | & W9 B2 H T2 BRT 200 %, AI A FLTFOL D
RPN X - TR %,

. REBAGEN T To 7ok, FATHEX RMBE O 5 X5 0 b 02 BIET D, BoBHITAEE S, BAD
SHUTANR, L LR H, BORIE, BHRICEMAEZFKTE S, FAORIFEL, BBRKEDT TWigne | BEAD
CHNCHEE T D, TLTINEH A BNV D, T L HALZOMEIZR SN TWS, EbRE. KA sy
ORFEZEY RGBT TIT I LS, FIETEEZ S, L. I<SFANRSNIEMEZRDEET 5 X9 ITRFICKE 2T TR
TWD, e biE, THOWVIEHIE, b LEDRBM - TIBATE G (250 2L iERA I 207" ikb NT7 70
2720 Z D12 EH > TV DBFTIZINGTE, FARMEA TW DI, —ZIEEEH (— 1) D15 (single-family residence)
ERENRELTCND, TLTEHR LIS FANINTNDDWNRWNOERIE, ZoZ EIZERLTWD, k&L
T, HRIMEATHD AL L, ZORIOELEDRNFICZEEEELZ LDV, ), BoEHOEELZFIA LT
DANZIE, RORIOESL, RHICIEAEHEICE THEELZL O, RICEELANRLIEY 2B TN LI, FUIARBEOTTH
DR DIEROMPRIREEBIEE L T D, FAE, —FREER (—F8) OEEOFTAHEICHEE LT, ROITE % FH]
OJUEF S ZFF> THRA L LS & LTWnD, £ LTET /= bOMEHOEAEER ETIID LT, L0 llEE I
% D72 (Smith 1987:154-5),,

FREO X ) RATENE, RSB TCEIRBE E WO E Ao TIEEMICES N TE R, RoT-
DDA I ZADITENOEIRN A, Mk L BACHBICE - TW A AL » TClhni-bo L L
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THDHDE, THE EWHIEERIL, AIRADITH), AR THREELEDN>TND I E—RD
MADEHTHEE LAWK IOV OB RERY . L EENRISEH D Z 578 & A TRBIZTE
HAELD 2 b——OREIVFFIE AU L TN D, ROBIFIZOWTA I AT o7 L9 ef@H D
R, BEICOWTOFHICEESHBRZSND, LnLI ) L0 Fik, KEeMrzkL Tn
HEAIRIFERTHOTH D,

HEIZOWTOSIE, BELETEHZHET IO LTEREEIND, LNLIZICE, K%
BEsSED W) Z D, EITH O T — 27 OFER (account) E VD HDRKIFTTCWND, ZD
RN, EEMHEROBREN AL DO, Tabb, REFICEBE S MMbs LT, v
WL TROBURIZHEEZHL D, WL TABMEDO R 2R ET 77 4 TITHEKR L TWnAH L
WO RFR TS, B E WD TR, S ORI —EOIT ANV IS LTS BRI ER R S LD 0
ZLOXKLTLED, ZZTEIERBREE, AL EOBEAGIHEMIZEML T el Th,
BHEWOBMENSR THIW)NEbo TWa, B S dEle #HO ST 2 ERT 5
(Smith 1987:155) ,

RBEA L CTOBGHEICITEE TERWVA, TR LD O3 2 OWHICA VAL & ik
DIBBRN D D, —FBEFER (—7@d) OFEBSERZOF(EIL, JEBEO TRE)E | ORI ET
Lkx 72 LoV DI OFERR . HUR OS], MUK X DEHER S EBIR L. EAUTKIFE L TWD, £
TUTFET, ZRT 25— FOARTFENLOME, (EROFEMFZOHFR LKL, ZHICKIFEL T
W5, TIULE BT, REEOMEZ HEFF T 2——FnAKE LT, H5W0IEEl~OBE LS LT
—RIT RO R A OFTARRB SN D00 HIZHFR L, ZnEfiiLTnsd, vl $
AR TEERGH TELL DALXICLS>THEELNTNWEEAS S, ROWHREWD Z0H Y Sh
7o H & OBGEICIX, %4 OFED RFMISH % £ 0 K& 72— B NSRBI O
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WAL SN — LT 2BMRICANDS Z L Thotz, [T« X7 L v bW oaiL, FiE
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