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A Study of the Political Process to Establish Eighteen as the Voting Age and
Issues of Citizenship Education in Contemporary Japan:
Based on an Analysis of the Minutes of the Diet

Junichi MURAKAMI

On June 17, 2015, the Public Officers Election Act was amended, and the voting age was lowered

to eighteen. As a result of this amendment, citizenship education is being enthusiastically taught in

schools.

However, the reason for and process behind this move to teach citizenship education and to

encourage greater political participation among the young are not clear. This paper describes the

political process to establish eighteen as the voting age and discusses the issue of citizenship

education in contemporary Japan.
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