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On Japan’s Voting Against the Resolution on the Question of the Death
Penalty by the UN Human Rights Council at Third-sixth Session

Nobuo SHIINO

Abstract

This paper does not take voting against the UN resolution “36/... the death penalty” (A/HRC/36/L.6)
at the 36th session of the Human Rights Council (in September 2017) as voting against the resolution
condemning death penalty for homosexuality. By interpreting this resolution as the resolution of
“the question of the death penalty”, this paper will examine implications for sexual orientation of
the opposition of the Japanese government to this resolution through considering the Japanese
government’ reasoning for casting a vote against this resolution in light of the fact that the Japanese
government cast a vote against this resolution.
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[on the report of the Third Committee (A/62/439/Add.2)]

62/149. Moratorium on the use of the death penalty
https://undocs.org/A/RES/62/149
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/62/149
H AGERR : https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/56000/act500202007ja.pdf
Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 18 December 2008
[on the report of the Third Committee (A/63/430/Add.2)]

63/168. Moratorium on the use of the death penalty
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/63/168

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view _doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/63/168
Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 21 December 2010
[on the report of the Third Committee (A/65/456/Add.2 (Part1I))]
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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 20 December 2012
[on the report of the Third Committee (A/67/457/Add.2 and Corr.1) ]
67/176. Moratorium on the use of the death penalty
https://undocs.org/A/RES/67/176
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/67/176
Decision adopted by the Human Rights Council

18/117 Reporting by the Secretary-General on the question of the death penalty
http://geneva.usmission.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Resolution18-117.pdf
Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 18 December 2014
[on the report of the Third Committee (A/69/488/Add.2 and Corr.1) ]
69/186. Moratorium on the use of the death penalty
http://www.undocs.org/A/RES/69/186
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/69/186
26/... The question of the death penalty

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/G14/065/72/PDF/G1406572.pdf?OpenElement
Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 19 December 2016 [on the report of the Third

Committee (A/71/484/Add.2) ]

71/187. Moratorium on the use of the death penalty
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/71/187
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/187
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http://undocs.org/A/HRC/36/L.6
https://www.huffingtonpost.jp/otaka-masato/japan-deathpenalty a 23245719/
http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/fp/hr _ha/page25 001054.html

Human Rights Council extends mandate of commission of inquiry on Burundi
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22183&LangID=E

Japan, speaking in an explanation of the vote before the vote, strongly opposed all forms of
discrimination, including discrimination in the context of the death penalty. It was in that context that
Japan had engaged in discussions about the draft resolution. Japan appreciated the effort of sponsors to
find common grounds, but it regretted that several paragraphs still treated favourably the moratorium
on and abolition of the death penalty. There was no internationally accepted obligation for States to
adopt a moratorium. It was up to States to make that decision. Japan would thus vote against the draft
resolution.

https://www.huffingtonpost.jp/soushi-matsuoka/kokuren-1gbt-death-penalty a 23237369/





