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Two Contrastive Images of Ophelia in Rodenbach’s Works

FUJII Nina

In the famous novel called “Bruges-la-Morte” by Georges Rodenbach,
the name of Ophelia is used for the depiction of the city of Bruges. It
is described as a dead woman, just like the wife of the main character
Hugues. Ophelia, the dead wife and the city Bruges are all described
as dead women. On the other hand, Hugues is alive of course, and the
contrast is quite clear.

However, in the essay called “Bruges’, which was written before
the novel, we cannot regard Ophelia as the same dead woman in the
novel. In the essay, Rodenbach describes Bruges as the dethroned
queen who is dying, but not completely dead. When the narrator is
surrounded by silence, he imagines that he can hear the voices of the
things around him, which say he cannot live any longer. A visage of
Ophelia appears in this imagination. She is the person whose soul is
salvaged by the water from her agony.

These descriptions of Ophelia are in contrast with each other. In
the novel, Hugues realizes he is alive in the dead city when he thinks
of his dead wife just as Ophelia. In the essay, the narrator perceives
Ophelia’s soul in the dying city when he has a consciousness of the
order of the things, which means all things are going to be dead and
mortal. Both of them are described with the scenery of the water of
the canals, but they are quite different.

In this paper, I want to analyze the essay in detail and compare it
with the description of Ophelia of the novel.
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Queen. There is a willow grows askant a brook
That shows his hoary leaves in the glassy stream.
Therewith fantastic garlands did she make
Of crow-flowers, nettles, daisies, and long purples,
That liberal shepherds give a grosser name,

But our cold maids do dead men'’s fingers call them.
There on the pendent boughs her coronet weeds
Clamb'ring to hang, an envious sliver broke,

When down her weedy trophies and herself

Fell in the weeping brook. Her clothes spread wide,
And mermaid-like awhile they bore her up,

Which time she chanted snatches of old lauds,

As one incapable of her own distress,

Or like a creature native and indued

Unto that element. But long it could not be

Till that her garments, heavy with their drink,
Pull'd the poor wretch from her melodious lay

To muddy death. (4.7.165-182.)

T MORDPIN O EIZFOIZH 2R L
FD L) RMAIUROBERZBL TV L H720
HOWE, TOPMTHY ZE 2o TwE L7



WHRFERFRE SRR E #27

FURDTATIH, e FFT, VI U ERRAAAT,
HOEER . IZ LR VEMNTZEITEDS A T
EoHCKIzbHIE [FEADR] LA Tw2,

IR HOWIMNC L UAY . LENBIAEEEZEIT L9
&L 72

EHOE VAT

fERE D DI D
FTIDWLTHNCEL T L E 5720 BEWOPIKRE LA ST
LIZHCIIANABD L)@ h 5
ENENUITHOEEREZHK TV E L
HoEREEEE TR vwoRk
HKIZEFIURIZECAEEDD LS.

TLZENLHEOM,

KEEGATEL oo KH

WEZII, HOBENKIZTEX T AAR

KENZAF AT G RIZEANTIRIZE L,

(1A [1223-224)

ZOWBETIE, 74 =) TOKFBIABET HNEE. B, fEx. A
L EEIL KL FEE V) BAIZ, WSOREMARNRZ LIFITRS 2 &
WTEDL, WMERELITF) A MUIBNT (fh, KEZ L) RKEBEE
LHTH Y BEEE SNDNAEIIMIBIR Z LIX72H, ZoHS TR
FT74 =0 TPANEITRA SN TV S L[S, EHERZRD L)
BEFEIZ Lo THidr LT 5,

H—= M V= FOWEIZLADE, 74 =0Tk (K] $4b5T
FNEBIETVAENL, DF D, FBITHIb RV &) EmRN 2 B %

_72_



=7y 7 0OF 714 —1) 7%

L. HFAANEESH 2072 LRSI N5, NI 5Nk f3E
ik, =T 4 TAEDOLDOI L > TRV ) ARIZIEL R VD
EFFRIZ,) RANE BT ELL, THNEGIETHAENLEDTH S,
ST, Ihaby M ZBWTIE, ROBT, A 74— T OELE
DENY 72BN, WHOIEIZONT, HRE DT HHEIH NS,

Ist Clown. Give me leave. Here lies the water; good. Here
stands the man; good. If the man go to this water and drown
himself, it is, will he, nill he, he goes— mark you that; but
if the water come to him and drown him, he drowns not
himself. Argal, he that is not guilty of his own death shortens
not his own life. (5.1.15-20.)
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Et sur les eaux inanimées, des balcons en surplomb, des
rampes de bois, des grilles de jardins incultes, des portes

mystérieuses, toute une enfilade de choses confuses et

déjetées qui sont accroupies au bord de l'eau, avec des airs
de mendier, sous des haillons de feuillage et de lierre qui
s effilochent...

Et, comme pour laver ce cadavre de |'eau immobile, [..]JOh |

les invisible pleureuses, les larmes des choses dont on entend

veritablement ici la tristesse presque humaine |
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Et dans le vaste enclos mystique, on se trouve comme
surpris d étre seul a survivre a la mort d alentour; peu a peu

on subit le lent conseil des pierres, et jimagine qu une ame

saignant d'une cruelle et récente douleur qui aurait marché

dans ce silence sortirait de 14 avec /ordre des choses de
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ne plus vivre davantage et, au bord du lac voisin, elle
éprouverait ce que disent les fossoyeurs de Shakespeare a
propos d Ophélie: ce n'est pas elle qui irait vers | eau, mais

|'eau viendrait au devant de sa peine !
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[..JAux souffrances morales, le bruit aussi fait mal.

Dans |'atmosphére muette des eaux et des rues inanimées,
Hugues avait moins senti la souffrance de son cceur, il avait
pensé plus doucement a la morte. Il I'avait mieux revue, mieux
entendue, retrouvant au fil des canaux son visage d Ophélie en
allée, écoutant sa voix dans la chanson gréle et lointaine des

carillons.
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La ville, elle aussi, aimée et belle jadis, incarnait de la sorte
ses regrets. Bruges était sa morte. Et sa morte était Bruges.
Tout s unifiait en une destinée pareille. C'était Bruges-la-
Morte, [---]

Dans cette solitude du soir et de 1'automne, ou le vent
balayait les dernieres feuilles, il éprouva plus que jamais
le désir d'avoir fini sa vie et l'impatience du tombeau. Il
semblait qu une ombre s allongeat des tours sur son ame;
qu'un conseil vint des vieux murs jusqu'a lui; qu'une voix
chuchotante montat de 1'eau — I'eau s'en venant au-devant
de lui, comme elle vint au-devant d Ophélie, ainsi que le
racontent les fossoyeurs de Shakespeare.

Plus d'une fois déja il s'était senti circonvenu ainsi. Il avait

entendu la lente persuasion des pierres; il avait vraiment
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surpris /ordre des choses de ne pas survivre a la mort

d’alentour.
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5, IXRTIEFFR LG E2DSDLD7Z, LA 7)) 2 —2 2
725720 []

AR EDOARDFEZRE I > T, ZOFOBE, HKL S
DHENIZ, 2—=T1FOo b LY PRI, MEFIFR (ST
LI, ZIZAZHPRLERLWER ) D o7z, EWw
EOHD»SH, DEDDRVENT ) 5 oL, T— 7 OHITMY
T BEDBREN LTz HOVEOH N SMAPFEY 2217550
Wdole TERLEIBFED, KOMAHLEI 2 TE,
—KIE =T RN E LD T, dOAT 4 ) 7 5T
FMRICEZEII, YA AETORT, EE) ARKLD
MEAGBEGZ oL FoTn/z k)1,

THOVHIBEHIZBL A-72DIE. TAHPWOTTIEZRD->
7oo ADFEY DT TL BHIF, ThFE TIZOUAMELBVTW
720 8] ORI 07280, AFEd I EEZ0bNRE
W, END_[HONEE] vy boil, a—7id ko (IlE
BLTCwn?Z, (HL - 8% 2223) (FHRITEHICL S, &
B [F 740 7] L) ERIZELOE LT 50)

CITH T4 =) TIEAHE D RENIEIES, IWBIEF, [<FE=HT>
O—KiZ, T 720 7] Y oob LI5S TA] L9 2T, K
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LN AEL—TIZDWT, IRD L H IR T W5,

[BEHET ) 22— 2] OFANAN, ZOME S LT, il
ZHOLOUZETH) ., £ 727 T ThbHLF K, FEIC
FED BT, KIEOER & FEOK, BASFRORBI O Retk
AHIFALL, KoOTXELXCOMIALLIE, HEOA Y-V 2
WL TABTH ) AMEHTH 2721712, FeEOKIZHED
HHEWY e X MWRIEOA K E . TS oy FL il
RBEETLINEOTH D, (1 183) ([ 7=V T7] L)
FRUIFEX O F F7HT 5.)

05575 2 BEWTWLDIE, NP 2TF7—=)VDF T4 =) TIZHT5H
DTt Thsb,

FT74 =) TR EAEOEBROEE LR ) HTHL ). K%
LI FE SNWZKOFTIAZDICEEFNZAMTHY, ¥z —
JAETHG) LI [HEZHEDHEFE (element) | & IKIZ
ROUETDTH 5o KiFE < TELVIE, (BB HIEOESE
ThHY. B LEEL R VEOEE, v e X FYHROE
FThsb, INva2T—)V 130) (BRIZEXD T £, FHERAD
elementl35 [HEIZ X %)

Ny aT—=i, [hNaLby M iZBWT, = L= FNiZkaF
74— T OIDITG [like a creature native and indued ~ Unto that
element OKIZHEFIWKIZEGEZHOLH)] 22F, 20X H 12k
Do WE, FEMT ) 2= 2] ZBF L2474 =) THOEE %,
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KADL NN T ) 2= 2 DBCA L LHFIIRZ ONDEHRE LTED
A INzbEIl, 7N a—YaPfa—rOUEFELELDL EBAXTY
5o

T, REFENZE, [Wo7oh & LIENORNIS, £ 72—) T D
IHIEOFTEWER] b, BRI, 2o 81D LRI &5 A,
WAL TR 72722 T b | (REF 85) kb, KEBZOMELIR
WLTwb,

EZAHT, Wil - BED [WoONF] LRREBELTWE0I1E, =y kA
[7)2a=Ya] IZBWTOHWHNTWS [[ordre des choses] &\~

LIETHH, AT Ly A THREFTRMS T2, [H

YowE | (BH 23). [FWorky ] (S 21/401) 2L EdREN LD,
WETAIZLTY, [HROZ L] R [EHIZh LR o72] L) BRTH
WHNTED, 77 AFETE—WICHERH S NG Z LIX72, a—7
YNy I PRMETEMH L TWAZ LD, TNHOXEHRTIE, FRIZ
R Lo 2O TIE RV e EZONL, DFED, T a—TYalwn
I DOWIILRBZHWHTSH D, (58] ORIZEAMZ 072 S N7z
FCiE, 2P EECIZEE SV (de ne plus vivre davantage) |,
[JEBHOFEI P> TH&EF S Z L1372 (de ne pas survivre a la mort
d'alentour) | Wb [HE] SFHIIhR>TWEIDEZ LN
I, o ki, wIhd, [4£7 4 =17 (Ophélie) | &w
VHEEL TS FHEH SN TWL 2 S FABEREY, O—F 2Ny
IO LIcA 74 =) T aRHHC L&, TIUIKBOFRETH 5 EH
BT )OEETEIVEN VWD LimdE#L., BrEHReS 5%
BBV TERDTH L,

DEoZehb, A L7 2 —2Ya]l iIZB0WT, 74 —-1)7
BiE, OEOOMMTHL T 2 —T a2 LZMEE LTI 72012134
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BERTREDTHD, ZONETIE, 7)) 2—Y2DRNITEEFETHY
CEFEOMPITA 74 =) TOKRTZRFFL TV 5,

IZvtf [T)a—Va] LEEBLTV2DE. OIS 550
ST H LY. AL LCHivh, AHETHYEkETHL Ty A
DFEN FRNHDOEANLRL =7 LT [oEH ] 230 25 &wn
AT L, WEAFEY D o] Lk, [0 TR, =
N EEZONLVDRE] LwIGaThd ), URNARELTLH D,
COMIIBITEHFERO720ODLDTHOH L, ZOEHIZ, Tyt A
[7Y =2 ] IZBnTE, 7)) a—T 22" [JEHR] TH 2 &ismo
FREER LD,

5. TutME&NGinAT7+—UTeH< 3HEESR

INY 2T —iE, NI BT ) 2=V 2] ORI, S, 2EHIC
[F 74 =071 L) HEFEPHCEN TV LEFZFIHL2D, KD
LI TV D,

VanVa -u—FryNyro [T 2 —-Ya] &, 0
EHRDOF T4 =) TAELTHRTHAILIZTELTHA
Do EIMITIEIFEEDL LR ERL THLD Z & DR VW/NHRED,
I AETHEAR =V aHIONTWEDE, (N
v 29—l 142)

CONY 2T =D ERITE. HBR (HZ 360) AL
(1992, 58) bAREWO TV L, FEPIZ, MEKEFEANAL-TOTE
FELL, SHICEOEEFELELTHINAAEELZY Y= LDE
B R ) &) 23 /RILTIR, 2B LOTEE RRATCEFE=T
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Va—Y a5, 374 =) T EERONLIEHTRETHS ), /I
HOEEERELTH, -8B L LT 2o 205,

A=) T OHEZHNIERLGIIEE2HICHKEINTED., ZOHE
HBrs, =T 3AEFL L TOTEIZ L VD20 THLD, 2Fh .,
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2= a2 [FEH] CTHIOAHRIE. CEFELALLT 74— 7O
T ) a—Ta bEETHILIZH LD,

L2l Mo E by 2, [T =T 2] 2BV, T4
Rat 74 =) TLRAELLELZDZEIEFHLY, 265 TIiX. [BEAL
ENTLE] THAETV a—Tald, BHELIBOLRETE LALITD
(B Ak L] TBY, EE&BRIBHETIE RV, 727210, RO TO
HEHI-HEDX)THS ] I2EoT, MALENRTHwDE I EnL, EF
EHE LA, TOHRLATRKDLEL-01C, [N ERCEIEZSN
HWEWHER] &, BEL LT, SBALRBOWM - L84 ETH 55
DFICHZEDTHDI, ZTOEBIZL ST, FEYTIIALIZF 7 1 —
DT ERBEL, KK o THITREENT Tarnzen & xild Bk
TEOTHL, TITE F 74 =0 TR RT MV &L 1
METHb, 2F D, AFTIE, Aifes LTKEOF 74— 7 Ol
ENFENPY, ZINOUEFE=EMT) 2 -T2 L@E LN TV, —
i, oA TIE, 7)) a—Tald, [BEShKE] OBoe%r
L7z, [T s AL LTl Wb [HifEeR] & [t
O (B 390) THH ., ZORWBGEFH OKOME L &EHITHT 1 —
DT ERETONT WD, T 74— THIE, B FIEH Bk L7
FRBIH AN TV 5,

B HI, Tk [T)a—Ta]l 8BTS+ 74— T, &L
AT A=) TERARPIZIIRIZZETHT 4 =) THRALZDZE W
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