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Free Will and the Theory of Just War
in Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five

MORIMOTO Nari

In this thesis, I am suggesting that Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-
Five (1969) depicts the repetitious process of the re-creation of a
Jesus Christ who parodies his predecessor in postmodernistic ways.
Billy Pilgrim, the newly-born Jesus, has no connection whatever with
the existing God and, therefore, all his actions come exclusively from
his own “free will,” not from the destiny which He bestows on him.
Since Billy has such an unlimited free will, he is able to perform the
theory of “just war,” whose conception of “incombatant immunity”
Billy depends on to criticize Dresden bombings and the Vietnam War,
both conducted by U.S. military forces; Billy experienced the former
in World War II and witnesses the latter “now,” when Vonnegut was

writing Slaughterhouse-Five.
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“It had to be done,” Rumfoord told Billy, speaking of the
destruction of Dresden.

“T know,” said Billy.

“That's war.”

“T know. I'm not complaining.”

“Tt must have been hell on the ground.”

“It was,” said Billy Pilgrim.

_95_



WHRFERFRE SRR E #27

“Pity the men who had to do it.”

“Tdo”

“You must have had mixed feelings, there on the ground.”

‘Tt was all right,” said Billy. “Everything is all right, and
everybody has to do exactly what he does. I learned that on

Tralfamadore.” (198)
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“If T hadn't spent so much time studying Earthlings,” said
the Tralfamadorian, “I wouldn't have any idea what was
meant by ‘free will." I've visited thirty-one inhabited planets
in the universe, and I have studied reports on one hundred

more. Only on earth is there any talk of free will.” (86)
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The man assigned to the bed next to Billy's was a former
infantry captain named Eliot Rosewater. Rosewater was sick
and tired of being drunk all the time.

It was Rosewater who introduced Billy to science fiction,
and in particular to the writings of Kilgore Trout. Rosewater
had a tremendous collection of science-fiction paperbacks
under his bed. He had brought them to the hospital in a

steamer trunk. (100)
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So Rosewater told him. It was 7he Gospel from Outer
Space, by Kilgore Trout. It was about a visitor from outer
space, shaped very much like a Tralfamadorian, by the
way. The visitor from outer space made a serious study of
Christianity, to learn, if he could, why Christians found it
so easy to be cruel. He concluded that at least part of the
trouble was slipshod storytelling in the New Testament. He
supposed that the intent of the Gospels was to teach people,
among other things, to be merciful, even to the lowest of the
low.

But the Gospels actually taught this:

Before you kill somebody, make absolutely sure he isn't

well connected. So it goes. (108-09)
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While he examined the boy's eyes, Billy told him matter-
of-factly about his adventures on Tralfamadore, assured the
fatherless boy that his father was very much alive still in
moments the boy would see again and again.

“Isn’t that comforting?” Billy asked.

And somewhere in there, the boy's mother went out and

told the receptionist that Billy was evidently going crazy. (135)
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The visitor from outer space made a gift to Earth of a new
Gospel. In it, Jesus really was a nobody, and a pain in the
neck to a lot of people with better connections than he had.
He still got to say all the lovely and puzzling things he said in
the other Gospels.

So the people amused themselves one day by nailing
him to a cross and planting the cross in the ground. There
couldn’'t possibly be any repercussions, the lynchers

thought. The reader would have to think that, too, since the
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new Gospel hammered home again and again what a nobody

Jesus was. (109)
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[. . .] gender parody reveals that the original identity after
which gender fashions itself is an imitation without an origin.
To be more precise, it is a production which, in effect—
that is, in its effect—postures as an imitation. This perpetual
displacement constitutes a fluidity of identities that suggests
an openness to resignification and recontextualization; parodic
proliferation deprives hegemonic culture and its critics of the

claim to naturalized or essentialist gender identities. (188)
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As you know, I am from a planet that has been engaged
in senseless slaughter since the beginning of time. I myself
have seen the bodies of schoolgirls who were boiled alive in
a water tower by my own countrymen, who were proud of
fighting pure evil at the time. [. . .] And I have lit my way in
a prison at night with candles from the fat of human beings
who were butchered by the brothers and fathers of those

schoolgirls who were boiled. (116)
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The city raids, it was claimed by men such as Harris, would
end the war sooner than it would otherwise end and, despite

the large number of civilian casualties they inflicted, at a
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lower cost in human life. Assuming this claim to be true [. . ],
it is nevertheless not sufficient to justify the bombing. It is not
sufficient, I think, even if we do nothing more than calculate
utilities. For such calculations need not be concerned only
with the preservation of life. There is much else that we
might plausibly want to preserve: the quality of our lives,
for example, our civilization and morality, our collective
abhorrence of murder [. . .]. Then the deliberate slaughter of
innocent men and women cannot be justified simply because

it saves the lives of other men and women. (261-62)

FLAT VBBERCLENOEBITO LS 7 [—TRoOKREHRE] £,
HHLREE [T % 2%\ “had to be done” |o %5, FNEETT
52 L THFIIFET Lo E L D R CICKE L, 20I1E) D
F—=F VTOEIEZRNL T > £V CFELD L, 29 LR ERR
HIiZ7 —H— - /") A Arthur Harris 7 A7 4 — FO X9 % APas
FL AT VRN ENOFER T 2 R4 T 2B LI L T
CBHLDOLN, ZORFIEIMELZHAMLL T T T2, ZottoEisk:
HIZSPR FRIZES LW ERELTH (EBRIZIEEZ) TR
WL, BRHFEUAEROIEL S EZFELTWRV), o0&
EH B L, €0 [Fiff] 25 L3 2720 TEIATITH S, 4k,
2Tk, Fax NHPRENTAZT 52 L TAT#MIZTI SRS TA
kDR ] 2 [SCHFLEDOET ] 2o THHE] &0 Tilkam L 72
FHEWTFRv, 2L T BV =R T+ 42Ty bOL)hba—v=A
MarbgiuE, 9 L7z [#EE] BRI ELZ [FiE] 2 RiEc b
F2DThb, £5CT. FLATVBED L) HEFRITAIZELLS N

—108 -



H—=h - TFF I Ty D [ZA0—=F =T - 774 7] 1285 HEEEE EH

2%\ HHEEIHE - TENOFETERMT L7z ANW7- 51358 % b
HRETHL, HHIFHBBEEZFOU L, ZNOFEITDHFNIIAT R
TRV EEMY, ETE2RNWEEEORIELL L7072,
[20—=F =T 2 T7A4T7] 183522 FTORDFHEADIE
LwEgiud, FICBIT2EMEOMBET, B —3flERE T 4
Tr—FOFEVWGERR LTS, fHEICEZIE [Aa—F— T Z-
77 A7) ZENDE NI O SRR L o THIGE FIT7 [F#
Wl DT IANGEDTHE s TA ATy NOWHAIrLTHE, FL A
TUBBIIEN LR UFISEZ o 28 . BIFNOFBE T2 Tldk
L [2ra—5—no 2 7747] PEPNLTL L EITEITLTW
72 TAE] LDBRL TV 2D TH D, £9T 5 &, UK, R A
FEO [HETHOFERE] XL Tws [A0—F =2 774 7]
EVITIANS [T 4—=3T747] RbDII%6E% 050, F
VAT VBB LV ETIRKE O B OO KRBT IS, BUEETR O
Vo b ARSI L TIERGREH L CAEL T L N2 2 —
RZANZBT AT Y NOXFDEFH LD TH b

b

[Za—=% =D - T7747] OFET, ZOMGeHFEIHRL
[FA] 1 TREEREZFHEVGLIEELZLELZVOT, b heIliR
GLL7WEE 2% > T LT o7z “It is so short and jumbled and jangled,
Sam, because there is nothing intelligent to say about a massacre” | &
HHLTWw2 (19, “EOMRARNKERE T, SHEIRFOHREIZE
WORRL o TLE S LB, ARRIIV o 7onwED &) W5k
HORLDIES ) e TH LTz [/ASOE] £ THRAET SR
7o Ay b ORRROERS 2 M EE-ME T, 2 OEIZER
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2. (A= =—nY 2 - 7747] ORRTHMNONT VDS, TV
F OFTREMT [/NJIIFEA AL ) 2> “whether the novel was dead
or not” | & U2 720 LEMFRENPET > T ED, ZORWITH
LT, »BM|FTFRIINHDST TIFAT DU B [ERIE, —~ > -
AT =R o7k, HEOEmZHE O Tl Lzl b %
\» “authors had to do what Norman Mailer did, which was to perform
in public what he had written” | &2 T4 (205, 206)c LHTE
FTOLVY, [RA0—=F =T ZX - T7747) TT+ ATy MIAA
T—WRAEREL TV L, BHRHESZFHOEAPEEGmEE LT 2
AMEELDNL, 2) LIHMEZBEELZZOT, ZOMGIE—/R <
L bl BRBICR > TWEDRE, 7225, 20 [{be{bs]
La—XZALERDLT+ ATy POEN EYOEEERZL T2
FLBAPITREZ LTI ZOEMICHEZEREL, [Thzdb) DT FIC
Fi#id % “Soit goes” ] Lazwvo7i,

Y

*E
1 [HE8EE] o [29 Y bOBEEANOTFHK — 1 IZIZLFOREE D
%;&)O

L AN, MITHIED 2 F 1 g b 720, oM
B, NHLEIE b7z, OB REZRIEN
F L7z 72, 3 od 52 RELTH-0, O
HEIELWE, FOORLWERATIFON TV HE L EITN
72DTY, ThUE, Eh— A, WO THELZ LD VLI I
T 5720TT, (300)
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2 HIHEIRE) =05 4L FTAUVEEDEAREEOMBREH L.
AL PINRVIZEoT [EMOEE] ORFERIZEY =K
LEILBRZEFLVATVITRICKRAAREBELHES LT -
Wt & % BRI NG LT B ZOMRTIE, ¥V —A% [#
LWAZZA-FYZL] THY, RE2LSLOHEFIZIE (22 TO
N)FAPREALL) #HEIHEBEIF 2 VOT, FROLIAH, F
VAT VITRIZBEZ BT ONZ VI ENREE SN TS (209-
14),

3 ZTHL7 [HER] WERBRELTIZ, Yar R A4 John R
May Db DOWdH 5, 7272, HWIZLTH, FERWISRERN 2T 7
AbPOHT, FIU MOAG [FH2rLOMEE] 23 r
ST AR Z AL TWAELTWD (29-30),

4 JuAf FEFI [HE] OREELZHFHAL T2,

[RE] 122V TOED L) B RBIE, STICBWTEEHRD
FRbWhRs [H] /AT TET. BFROMD
B 7 XN ML b DOKBHNERINBR CER SN2 &
VO HEIZVY E BT b STEZTTVHEED [TA

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
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A7 ED (—ELEZ-2ET) HVIERA] LI L%
SHLTHIICSE/RT & XTI E, mEHRNL L ODOREL
SEREHEHT 5L DL %, (361)
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TAYIIFE L7280 — 2R E T2 AR EZ L TWwb 2
bl 1&75‘533._,&, RO EDFEHIZR NG A D,

Kilgore Trout became Billy's favorite living author, and
science fiction became the only sort of tales he could read.

Rosewater was twice as smart as Billy, but he and Billy
were dealing with similar crises in similar ways. They had
both found life meaningless, partly because of what they had
seen in war. Rosewater, for instance, had shot a fourteen-
year-old fireman, mistaking him for a German soldier. So it
goes. And Billy had seen the greatest massacre in European
history, which was the fire-bombing of Dresden. So it goes.

(101)

ZITEY—Ltu—XYx—F =ik, wb®b [LLHFMEREA b
L AREE PTSD] & TH v ) NERLHHEE T B> TV D D7D,
ZbZd, HHEERH 6,522, LosIlichsmy, o—2
Tt — 8 —IIHP R L BB LTHER LT LE o7z (2720
BB TIIMEOXFNIMHLARETH L) 2Lz, B —
bMAEGNBREL V) MEELTRBEEDTVLDTHL, 2H L
PAEMEEN BP0 [A0 =5 =T 2 - 774 7] R
2iF. AU X -4 =X - 7T = Susanne Vees-Gulani O b D23
HY, MEOEEEIZOVTHELIZZ ) BTV D,

Psychiatry can provide tools for a systematic approach to the

trauma visible in the novel. The psychological consequences
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of the experience of war and especially the Dresden bombings
can be readily analyzed using the criteria now established by
psychiatrists to diagnose posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

(176)

GG OEREIZOWTIE, 74V 7 —0 [ % 3 5 Arouing
about War) #ZWHo 2 & (312),

TA ATy MRROE—-ANBEY 2 —L 7)) ATy
Jerome Klinkowitz (&, [A0—=% =2 - 774 7] » (4
FTLO) whlliko E8zHt] BTHERSNz0h 2 RkO
EHIZHFHL T 5o

A novel about an atrocity such as the firebombing of Dresden
would not have been received as open-mindedly had not the
recent revelations of US. atrocities in the Vietnam War, such
as the My Lal massacre and the indiscriminate use of napalm,
altered readers to the fact that our side was not always

above such things. (America 62)

[ 714K ERFM “the My Lai massacre” ] &3, w4 VY 7 —
DETAHTOHMNT [V Y INEREM] ORKIEDN, T M
LEEF R LTy SOMHDBRA N T =I5 8 E b ol
DTH 5o

7Y+ Z=— Ann Rigney ¥ [RAU—=% =N X -7 747]
BRVATVBBZ ) TVICHET S TER] AFH TR LI
EHL, ZNPWEL /N7 4+ =< T4 TR bDIZL T L&
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DFTwD (2 o TATA4 Yy F-L-T7 =24 —7
> David L. Vanderwerken (&2 9 L7z zM LiED T, ¥ —
STV (T THZAY V) R L - TR VS
(£727) BOT AV AERZZHL TS EERLTVS (B,
COE)ITHEwROTAET, Kwxidrz ) vavsyvyo [2a—
F—=nNT A T7AT7] FFEHERELTVEELELFRLH7EH). C
OFEMITH LT 1RIEZ ) BTV 2,

As far as what's required of the reader, no more is demanded
than the humanism Kurt Vonnegut has found in his pet dog: a
simple interest in people and their doings. [. . .] Kurt Vonnegut
is not one of critic Tom LeClair’s self-confidant practitioners
of fictive mastery, a writer of the novel of excess that
intentionally smothers the reader in intellectual overkill. (Zffect

90)

[AB—=F =T 2 T74 7] 1, WHRICORRAMNEY VR
Vedh ([ EA4EY ¥ 1 VR Giles Goat-Boy] (1966) < [E DL
Gravity's Rainbow] (1973) 72 &) LiE-T, b2 —< =X A Dik
CEFHREIZHDIENNDTH L,
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