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On Weakened Vowels in Mongolian Su’'nid Dialect

— from the viewpoint of acoustic phonetics —
XILINGAOWA

Weakened vowels are commonly seen in Mongolian languages, but
their property is different in each dialect. The first objective of this
paper is to clarify the real nature of such weakened vowels, focusing on
the Su'nid dialect, which is the author’s native language.

In addition, the author is also conducting research on phonetic accent
patterns of the Mongolian language's Sn'nid dialect, but many counter-
examples against the traditional “first syllable stress theory” have been
found. Nonetheless, why do Mongolian language studies strongly support
the first syllable stress theory. So the second objective is to explain
the relationship between weakened vowels and the first syllable stress
theory.

To achieve these two objectives, we conducted some experiments
using as test subjects, three speakers whose native language is the
Su'nid dialect. We applied the acoustic phonetic method to these
experiments. In conclusion, weakness is noticeable in open syllables. If
the short vowel of a non-head syllable is a closed syllable, and further
pitch is added, the vowel becomes a “medium strong vowel” and
weakening does not occur.

Regarding the relationship between weakened vowels and the first
syllable stress theory, I think that it was because there was a merit
that a clear explanation could theoretically be established by giving the
principle that the first syllable holds all authority.
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A_F1 A_F2 B_F1 B_F2 C_F1 C_F2

tanigdxad 1097 1608 1185 1549 925 1556
1045 1521 943 1440 850 1508
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653 12138 524 1278 667 1304
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459 1611 379 1563 465 1630
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475 1789 937 1614 457 2040
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