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Sentiment of Time vs. Expressions in the Commercial
Relationship between the Expression in the Advertisement and Sentiment of the Period

Shogo Itoku
Abstract

Commercials can be seen as being a mirror into a particular time in human history. There
are several ways to represent a particular period in history in a commercial such as by the
fashion, the make-up and hair, the words in the script (i.e. the actors and narrator), the music,
the art design and background, the ad copy, the graphics (i.e. the font) as well as the expressions
used, the camera movement and direction, and the general tone and manner of the spot. In this
case study, | will focus on the narration of the commercial and how those words compare to the
actual vocabulary and expressions used during the period portrayed in the commercial as seen
in newspapers of that time in the past. Toyota Prius’ commercial were used as a sample
commercial for this study.
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