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A Study of Criticisms of Extracurricular Activities in Contemporary Japan

Junichi MURAKAMI

Today, school extracurricular activities are often criticized. Whether or not teachers should be
responsible for overseeing those activities has become a serious issue. If a teacher serves as a staff
advisor to a club, he or she has to spend a great deal of time overseeing its activities, and teachers
receive little monetary compensation for supervising extracurricular activities. In light of this situation,
schools are considering appointing outside coaches and reviewing the ‘Teaching Adjustments.

However, criticisms of extracurricular activities are not specific to today. Criticisms of
extracurricular activities began some 20 or 30 years ago. This paper considers current criticisms of
extracurricular activities and their influence on current policies by referring to similar criticisms of

extracurricular activities in the past.
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