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A Critical Consideration on the Sociopolitical Status of TOHOKU Region through
Historical Perspective on Power Structure between Center and Periphery

U

Takaharu Okuda

Abstract

This paper has focused on the issue of existing unequal power structures in the world, as well
as those in Japan in similar shape. So-called center-periphery relation being formed by irrational
sociopolitical alienation can be typically found between Tokyo and Tohoku, northeast part of Japan
that has been established in historical perspective. Tohoku has been discriminated as backward
region for a long time as well as it has been designated as mono-cultured production base of rice and
raw silk like inner colony from the Japanese successive authorities.

Due to its oppressed position, however, Tohoku had splendid thinkers of radical critics in the past.
For Example, Shoueki ANDHO criticized exploitation of the feudal establishment in the Edo era in
the 17th century from viewpoint of his ideal of equal and ecological society. And Kanji ISHIWARA, a
prominent military strategist of the Showa era in the 20th century schemed to make Imperial Japan
be freed from its inferior status as “periphery” in the established global imperialist order through
winning final war against the Unite States as “center” of it.

In this paper, the author has made an academic trial to show the existing center-periphery structure
in the Japanese society through critical thinking on historical perspective and tried to find wisdom for
solution from viewpoint of our globalization studies as intellectual movement.
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=1 [RAE] & DERE| OB/IMEABERBERNEISHE 1938 F) (%)

HAR Bl il

B EHbmRE B H/IMER: IMER BEE H/IMER AMEE
5 R 30.7 21.1 48.2 38.4 21.3 34.3
5~10 )X 19.3 46.8 33.9 24.4 55.1 20.5
10~20 X 22.1 58.1 19.8 27.9 61.4 8.7
20~30 % 28.6 60.6 10.8 34.7 58.7 6.6
30~50 JxX 33.5 61.0 5.5 45.5 47.0 75
50 L~ 39.7 56.4 3.9 56.2 33.3 10.5
et 25.1 46.0 28.9 30.9 46.0 23.1

GE) [RALE] £3Rdk 6 RRUHFRR. NEME| L R#5 RROEL. BIIREZET
EMXEERHRER [RPEREORNMT - BM13F9 B 1 B—FWEHRE] (1939)
() ZRE [HETRNOBEZL] p326 & V) EEER

FLIIRZEHIT, b RO HARRR
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MR TE D, A2 MY &3 5080, B
5EHAET 2 HEROMICIE,. BIAHK 2D
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x2 FEICHIIKRESEHEE (78) HEOHTE (1915-36 F)

4 KEERFES (TA) | <A (B) HEFEE (TA) | A BRE)HEKRER (%)
1915-19 474 13,978 1,930 13.8
1920-24 -1 14,421 3,299 22.9
1925-29 4E7-4 14,821 5,850 39.5
1930-36 414 16,842 8,160 48.5

(i) #EEHRR [AHOESL] (ZEHE. 1974 F) KVUEEER.
K3 F@WICHUIKESENBR (1B) HEOHS (193744 )

F KPEGRFHECTH) | xfRda (B) Sk (T | < H ) i e i (%)
1937 4 26,797 7,162 26.7
1938 4 24,139 10,703 44.3
1939 4 14,356 6,052 42.1
1940 4F 21,527 429 2.0
1941 4F 24,885 3,241 13.0
1942 £ 15,687 5,204 33.2
1943 4F 18,719 87* 0.5
1944 4F 16,606 2,737 14.3

*1943 EDXFAE () HEBUCOVWTEERELAT -2/ TVRL,
(HiFR) $OAREESE [ERFTOMERM]. PERBERARELRSE 215 - BR8] (FRBE. 1977 F) L VEEMERK,

R4 PHAOIAHEEZEIL (1915-1936 F)

i — A7 0 DK L
4 it e
1915-19 475 0.707 100
1920-24 H3F%) 0.638 90
1925-29 4R 315 0.512 72
1930-36 474 0.426 60
1937 4 0.534 76
1938 4£ 0.640 91
1939 4 0.710 100
1940 4F 0.572 81
1941 4F 0.674 95
1942 4F 0.730 103
1943 4F 0.603 85
1944 4F 0.571 81

*1915-1919 £ =100 (HFR) F2 AL,
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