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Tourism English (16) : The English Found on Signs Explaining the General Sum-
marized Information of the Ooura-tenshudou [-cathedral], the Shitsu-kyoukaidou
[-church] and the Oono-kyoukaidou in Nagasaki Cuty, the Sakitsu-kyoukai [-church]
in Amakusa City, and the Hara-jou-ato (remains of the Hara Castle) in Shimabara
City

Kazundo Fukushima
Abstract

Because the Tokyo Olympic & Paralympic Games are to be held in 2020, more and more foreign
tourists are expected to visit Japan. The English signs in Japan’s popular tourist sites have to be
increased in number and improved in quality so that the tourists will be able to enjoy fruitful and
profitable trips to those sites.

This paper, as a case study, examines the English found on signs in popular tourist sites, such
as the Ooura-tenshudou [-cathedral], the Shitsu-kyoukaidou [-church] and the Oono-kyoukaidou in
Nagasaki City, the Sakitsu-kyoukai [-church] in Amakusa City, and the Hara-jou-ato (remains of the
Hara castle) in Shimabara City. The Ooura-tenshudou and the Hara-jou-ato themselves are now
inscribed on the World Heritage List by UNESCO as the “Hidden Christian Sites in the Nagasaki
and Amakusa Regions” and the other three are their components.

The signs discussed here are again those which indicate the general summarized information
about these sites. If there are no such signs or if descriptions on such signs are thought to be
inadequate, the writer’s suggestions will be added.

The methods of writing the explanatory notes and Japanese names of the places, persons, or
things will in principle follow Fukushima (2015.7), (2015.9), (2016.7), (2017.1) and (2018.7).
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Former Oura Cathedral

Qura Cathedral was constructed under the guidance of Bishop Petitjean, and is the oldest extant Christian
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building in Japan.! Its dedication ceremony was held on the 19th February 1865.2

The Cathedral is dedicated to the Twenty-six Martyrs of Japan who were executed on Nishizaka Hill on the

Sth February 1597.3 The Cathedral faces the site of their martyrdom.4
Nishizaka Hill, which is situated close to Nagasaki Station, is designated as an official site of Catholic
pilgrimage.5 The Hill is home to the St. Philip Church, which is a memorial church to the twenty-six martyrs,

and a museum which houses many precious Christian articrafts.6
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Ooura-tenshudou |[-cathedral] (national treasure)
—The Site Where the “Miracle of the Orient” Happened —

The Ooura-tenshudou is the oldest Christian church in Japan. It is designated as a national treasure,
and was inscribed on the world cultural heritage list as one of the “Nagasaki and Amakusa Hidden
Christian Sites” in July, 2018. It is known as the site where Hidden Christians and a missionary met for
the first time in about two hundred years and caused a new phase of Christianity in Japan.

The Ooura-tenshudou is known as the site where on March 17, 1865, several Hidden Christians
visited Petitjean to confess that they were ancestral Hidden Christians. This discovery of Hidden
Christians was called the “Miracle of the Orient.” The space where the confession was made has been
preserved, and the statue of the Virgin Mary with Jesus in Her arms on the altar remains extant.

The Ooura-teshudou was constructed following the
guidance of Bishop Petitjean. Its dedication ceremony
was held on February 5, 1865 (about three years before
the beginning of the Meiji era). It is dedicated to the
Twenty-six Martyrs of Japan who were executed on
Nishizaka-no-oka (Nishizaka Hill) on February 26,
1597. It is constructed, so that its facade faces the site
of their martyrdom about four kilometers away. It was

originally a smaller semi-Western building. Around

1879 the building was extended and reconstructed in
the Western-gothic style that can be seen today.

The inscription board put far above the entrance is written vertically in Chinese characters. (The
inscription on the original building constructed in 1865 was written laterally, expecting hidden
Christians to recognize the church.) Many tourists are attracted by the upper-pointed window frames
on the exterior, and the rib-vaulted ceilings and beautiful stained-glass windows in the interior.

Nishizaka-no-oka mentioned above is located close to Nagasaki Station. It is designated as an official
site of Catholic Pilgrimage. There we find the site of the Twenty-six Martyrs of Japan, the St. Philip
Church, a memorial church to the martyrs, and a museum which houses many relevant historical

materials. It was visited by the Supreme Pontiff in February, 1981.
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Shitsu Church Built: 1882, Construction: brick, Important Cultural Property of Japan
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The Shitsu Church was built according to the design and guidance of Father Marc de Rotz; it was at first
only half its present size, but a second addition in 1909 added a square belltower to the front hall area, giving
it its present dimensions.1 It is characterized by its low and flat appearance and interior, built to take into
account the strong winds of the Sotome area.2 Father de Rotz was involved with the church from the laying
of its foundation stone through its expansion.3
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1

Shitsu-kyoukaidou [-church] (important cultural property)
—The First Great Achievement by Father Mare de-Rotz —

The Shutsu-kyoukaidou is designated as an
important cultural property, and among the components
of Shitsu-shuuraku [-village|, which was inscribed on the
world cultural heritage list as one of the “Nagasaki and
Amakusa Hidden Christian Sites” in July , 2018. The
village is known as the place where Hidden Christians
secretly venerated the sacred image of Christ and handed
down the Christian Doctrine and the church calendar for
generations during the period of the ban on Christianity.

The original Shitsu-kyoukaidou was constructed
following the design and guidance of Father Mare de-Rotz in 1882, in the historical context that hidden
Christians gradually rejoined the Catholic Church after the lifting of the ban on Christianity

The Shitsu-kyoukaidou is characterized by its low and flat appearance to withstand the strong winds
of the Sotome area. It was originally smaller, only half its present size. Now it is a white-washed
building with two towers. The 5.5m tower on the roof over the altar was added in 1892, and the 5.8m
bell tower above the entrance in 1910. The work from its original design and construction to the two
enlargements were all done by Father Mare de-Rots.

A little way down the hillside from where the Shitsu-kyoukaidou is located, there is the Shitsu-
Kyuujoin (Shitsu Aid Center) with a series of vocational facilities. It was also established by Father
Mare de-Rotz for the purpose of helping poor villagers, especially women or girls, get vocational skills.
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This church, built as a satellite of the Shitsu Church, was constructed following the design and guidance of
Father de Rotz, using basalt for the outer walls and Japanese kawara tiles for the roof.1 The walls were built

using Father de Rotz's unique method of wall construction using natural stones.2 These “de Rotz walls” are
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constructed from stones held together with a cement made by combining sand and lime in a thick liquid of

clay dissolved in water.3 The church was completed through the devoted work of the believers.4
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church stands solitarily on the woody hillside commanding the view of Sofome seacoast. It is a small
one-story building roofed with kawara tiles, and evokes the undecorated atmosphere associated with

the natural features of Qono-shuuraku [-village].” % #fi 9
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A Nationally-Designated Important Cultural Property
Ohno Catholic Church

Date of Designation : 9 June 2008

Location : 2619, Shimo-Ohno-machi, Nagasaki City
Propriety : Roman Catholic Archdeaconate of Nagasaki

Ohno Catholic Church is a small church constructed in 1893 by the French priest Marc Marie de Rotz.1
Father de Rotz took the post of parish priest in the Sotome district in 1879, and made great contributions
towards the welfare of the area, the promotion of industry and the spread of Christianity.2

The building is laid out with its chapel on the north side and the priest’s office on the south side.3 The
walls around the chapel are built from local basalt and held together with cement plaster.4 These unique walls
are known locally as “De Rotz walls.” Above is a modal wooden roof, and the tops of the side windows
feature arched brickwork.5 The inside of the chapel is a single room without pillars. Its current ceiling and
wooden floor appear to have been constructed later than the rest of the building.6

The architectural skills of Father de Rotz can be seen everywhere, and the church’s construction is closely
linked to the local culture.7

Nagasaki City (March 2009)
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Oono-kyoukaidou [-church] (important cultural property)
—The Church with Characteristic Walls Invented by Father Mare de-Rotz —

The Oono-kyoukaidou is designated as an important culutural property, and among the components
of Oono-shuuraku [-village], which was inscribed on the world cultural heritage list as one of the
“Nagasaki and Amakusa Hidden Christian Sites” in July , 2018. The village is known as the site where
Hidden Christians continued their faith during the period of the ban on Christianity, pretending to be
the devotees of the Tsuji-jinja (-shinto shrine), and
secretly enshrining their own object of worship in the
shrine.

The Oono-kyoukaidou, like the Shitsu-kyoukaidou,
was constructed following the design and guidance of
Father Mare de-Rotz in 1893. It was originally
constructed as the circuit church of the Shitsu-
kyoukaidou. The church was completed through the

devoted work of the believers.

It is characterized by its specific walls named “Doro-
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kabe (De Rotz’ walls).” The walls are built of local basalt the fragments of which were held together
with cement plaster. The cement plaster was made by combining sand and lime with liquid of red clay
dissolved in water.

The church stands solitarily on the woody hillside commanding the view of the Sotome seacoast. It is
a small one-story-building roofed with kawara tiles, and evokes the undecorated atmosphere associated

with the natural features of Qono-shuuraku.

5 9 DIFHEHEIIIREAREN D 55 A THI 120 750, ARPFENA XY F —THNAZ T 245 100 45
TEET Do HEFH L35S HERBNCHWD TN, JHLOEME T VNTF U ATHDI LIZED
ENTzo BAELDEDE0N [HHOTICZRRZ 2TV y 78 E] EWIHIRTH - 72

WfR 101k, s MY v 7 #HE (RER) oK L) BEOENRTH %, IHHEHED
WHN TR SN HREFHHOATH 5o BIHELIT O Z &R X TRl SN TWw b, [80)115-8) |
DEZFTLDPFTOEN TR, [NV THL] 1IZOo0WTHRRENTW iRy, A TIE. [HAEDIGE
BT 1934 FE I RIGROBER NGB OFEIT, NV THRICL WV HRESh A 0T &7
b LRWRET D,

B E A DORELIEEH . D EIE, 1569 FEICT VAL FMRUL YV ETHIh, REOF )T ¥~
BRZDPLEL -T2 8, 1638 FEDOFEHTLUHE. ML WHEEDG, ¥ A MIEZRERFY &
Frlotzl b, TAOHANERAEL LTGEY [KE (ATF07) ] LY, floElr s
bR L, 182 4EICF ) ¥ 7 Y OFEALARBE S L. 240 SER D ITHIXDIGFHICD Lo T& 22
EL IFHEHAIIEVTHSIN, HEOHEZHINGHOBTICL Ty vy 7 BETH S,

W 10 DRNRDFIHEZEIZL T, T ERET 5o BB EL MR 7z BIFERIRD
Z HAGESRIITIE, R Cit L7ze JERESINE. HAGESINTAT ST 50 BLOFINIE M
§ 5o HAFIWIZERLHIIIIC 4 B 5% 5o

[HEAEE O & LCORFl | — L] — [BUR] — [ LB#Faug L, ikd a2



SHOCEREE S THRZE] 45615 201947 A

EERET 5,

PEEEFIHIE TRIE] 250, 253 55 o7 WEEFHMHO [ ] 1%, “Sakitsu-kyoukai [-church]”
EL, BEHT VT, KX TIE “the Sakitsu-kyoukai” & B =M\ 5, 2. 1 &k BFm
RGO HRBEOIELFRLEICOVTE, BRI, f5S (2015.7), (2015.9). (2016.7),
(2017.1), (2018.7) TEHUF 73— % 12HED -

11 12

W 1, R A SHES 5 A2 [RREFEI AL ] oZaE, 1213, 1845 15 s gl b
o [t~ 78] ThHb,

W59, 11, 20L9) ZEHZHNT LI L 2RET 5,

ORELE &5
— WHOBICEOR BT S » 7 B —

W22 id, 2018 4E 7 HIC TR & REH G OWIRF ) ¥ & B E ] & U C kS5 5%
Sz, [REQRFERE ] OWRETT, WEEFZ FE42dboxE0R LTREL, BN
HAOBECELIIENERT 2EEE LTS TWE T, FY A Ms, il & 77 L7224
HLLTHhHMOSRTVET,

WS, ), BUEDIHBE A > TV AT 1883 SEICHETHN T L7z, BAAEDR R
2T 1934 FICRIFLOBER SN G-B DG CT. NIV T ) BEE N2 D TY,

WEETY y 2OEEY CTHEOELICETONTEY., [HOHES] LIERICAZIDLLWVTT,
SEORIEBRETH Y, THFELE HALOBRRZESH SN E §,

A OBEFENTIE, EREFSEAED [y Y] LIRS, [H 7] LI 5 iEIc%
72T OEES D ) 3, 85 5 52D G, 485 15 5012 H piEIcE ) 72
L72a B o) TR EPREZATY,

Sakitsu-kyoukai [-church]
—Western Gothic Church Towering in the Fishing Village —
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The Sakitsu-kyoukai is among the components of Sskitsu-shuuraku [-village], which was inscribed on
the world cultural heritage list as one of the“Nagasaki and Amakusa Hidden Christian Sites” in July ,
2018. The village is known as the site where Hidden Christians substituted everyday items used in their
daily life and work for Christian devotional tools and continued their faith in a way specific to a
“fishing village” during the period of ban on Christianity. It is also known as the village where
Christianity coexisted with Shinto.

The original Sakits-kyoukai was constructed on the site where the old religious house stands in 1883.

The present church was rebuilt by Father Halbou under the design of Tetsukawa Yosuke, an architect
in Nagasaki Prefecture, in 1934. It is constructed on the site where the village headmaster’s residence
once stood.
Sakitsu-kyoukai towering in the fishing village The Western Gothic architecture stands out in
the fishing village facing the sea, and may be
properly called the “Church on the sea.” As the
front of the altar in the chapel is laid with tatami
mats, we can see the combination of Western
culture and Japanese culture.

In the neighborhood there are “Touya”,
narrow alleys, and “Kake”, working areas for
local fishermen which protrude into the sea,
specific to the Sakitsu-shuuraku. There are two

places worth seeing, the Sakitsu-suwa-jinja

[-shrine] within a S5-minute walk, and the large
statue of the Virgin Mary on the bedrock rising from the sea which is within a 15-minute walk.

Sakitsu-suwa-jinja

Virgin Mary on the bedrock
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During the ban on Christianity, Hidden Christians nurtured their faith in several ways so that
they were not suspected of being Christians. They revered Daikokuten and Ebisu, the Japanese
traditional deities of good fish catches, as Deus. They adored abalone shells whose inner patterns
could be recognized as the Virgin Mary. They made medals of pearl shells. Following the guidance
of their religious leaders named “Mizukata”, who were chosen among the villagers, they continued
their faith.
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[El g bk FI%BE  Remains of Hara Castle

FAL 13 48 (1938) 5 H 30 HiG5E designated as a National Historical Site since May 30" 1938
FORBRIIZEB N CHEREHOF ) V7 R L7z TRE-RE—B] OB L L8 Th %,
—PRIIEEWICEHBBORIEE I N A BEB TR > 72HRETH Y, [LHAFFICRE 2B E 5 2
720 TR 2 Ml 2R A MERARHI 2T 5 E 2 B & L HIC, BHMAED TITHERF ) ¥



faky — A BUEIEGE (16) « RIGTORIMR LR, Mdaa, RIFHRE, RETRREEES, RETERT O
HERNMRO I

y YIRMIBEIZ D725 TH S ORMZE, ISR S 2 BRI E L7256 L7

The Remains of Hara Castle are the ruins of the castle that became stage of the “Shimabara-Amakusa
Rebellion” , during which Catholics of the Arima domain took up arms in the early period of the nationwide
ban on Christianity.1 The rebellion had a great impact on the Tokugawa Shogunate and triggered the
establishment of Japan's national seclusion policy for over two centuries.2 Under this seclusion policy and the
subsequent absence of missionaries, Catholics in Nagasaki region were left to maintain their faith and small

religious communities by themselves.3
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Hara-jou-ato (remains of the Hara Castle)
—The Stage of the “Shimabara-Amakusa Rebellion” —

Hara-jou-ato The Hara-jou-ato was designated as a national
historical site in May, 1938, and was inscribed on
the world cultural heritage list as one of the
“Nagasaki and Amakusa Hidden Christian Sites”
in July, 2018. It is known as the site where
happened the rebellion which led to Japan’s
national seclusion policy, and caused Hidden
Christians to continue their faith in their own
secretive ways.

The Hara-jou-ato became the stage of the

“Shimabara-Amakusa Rebellion”, in which
Catholics of the Arima domain took up arms in the
early period of the nationwide ban on Christianity.
Three statues looking in the direction of the Amakusa Region ~ The rebellion had a great impact on the Tokugawa
Shogunate, who feared the western military power

p— _ in the action of the Christians and the local people,

and considered it as an overthrow threat to their
national governing power. The rebellion led to the
establishment of Japan’s national seclusion policy
for over two centuries. Under this seclusion policy
and the subsequent absence of missionaries,
Catholics in the Nagasaki region were obliged to
maintain their faith and small religious

communities by themselves.
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The archaeological excavation at the main bailey of the Hara-jou-ato has continued since 1992. It
revealed numerous possessions of the killed Christians, such as the medals that had been handed down
for generations and the crucifixes made of the materials for bullets. Numerous human bones were
also found. The excavation made it clear that the people in the castle had taken part in an organized
manner in the phases of both military affairs and daily living.

There is nothing extant but three baileys and the remnants of stone walls. On the main bailey you
will find the statue of Amakusa Shirou and the large cross built in concrete. On the edge of cliff in the
east of the main bailey you can find three small statues, resembling jizo, looking in the direction of the

Amakusa region across the sea.
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