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A Study of Making the New Relationships between War Criminals
and Sufferers: Based on the Case of China’s “War Criminals’ Policy”

Michiko S. TSUBOTA

Abstract

Almost all Japanese who sent to the War Criminal Prison in Fushun, China as war criminals in
1950 from POW camp in Siberia stubbornly refused to admit they committed war crimes and pleaded
not guilty because they were under the control of the upper command and the rule of the Emperor,
and because all their war acts were done for the sake of the right and saint war.

However, China’s official policy of humane treatment let them to face the past, their wartime
deeds of cruelty and atrocity, and to admit their guilt. By sitting in judgment on their war acts as guilty,
Japanese have become to admit their war acts as crimes, and to confess their guilt openly to the
Chinese war sufferers for their aggression and all the war crimes that they committed, and sincerely
to apologize to them.

The confession of their guilt openly and sincere apology leads to forgiving that is serves to undo
the deeds of the past, the sins of the past, that is, the predicament of irreversibility of being unable
to undo what they have done. Reconciliation between them, the victimisers and their victims, is
conditioned by this forgiving. The remedy for unpredictability, for the uncertainty of the future, is the
faculty of making and keeping promises, which is binding themselves through promises, serves to
set up certainty in a future without which not even continuity, let alone durability of any kind, would be
possible in the relationships between them.
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