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Tourism English (17) : The English on Signs Explaining the General Summarized
Information of the Historical Christian Sites in Nagasaki, Shimane, and Yamaguchi
Prefectures

Kazundo Fukushima
Abstract

Because the Tokyo Olympic & Paralympic Games are to be held in 2020, more and more foreign
tourists are expected to visit Japan. The English signs in Japan’s popular tourist sites have to be
increased in number and improved in quality so that the tourists will be able to enjoy fruitful and
profitable trips to those sites.

This paper, as a case study, examines and suggests the English on signs in historical Christian
sites, in Nagasaki, Shimane, and Yamaguchi Prefectures, such as the Kashiraga-shima [-island]-
tenshudou [-cathedral], the Kuro-shima-tenshudou, Otome-touge [-pass]. and Shibuki Nakayama-
chiku-kinenchi (the praying spot of the Nakayama district in Shibuki village).

The Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou and the Kuro-shima-tenshudou are designated as nationally
important cultural properties, and are among the components of Kashiragashima-no-shuuraku
[-village] and Kuroshima-no—shuuraku. They are inscribed on the World Heritage List by UNESCO
as “Hidden Christian Sites in the Nagasaki and Amakusa Regions.”

The signs discussed here are again those which indicate the general summarized information of
these sites. If there are no such signs or if descriptions on such signs are thought to be inadequate,
the writer’s suggestions will be added.

The methods of writing the explanatory notes and Japanese names of the places, persons, or
things will in principle follow Fukushima (2015.7), (2015.9), (2016.7), (2017.1) and (2018.7).
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Kashiragashima Church
Important cultural property designated by the nation (14" Nov. 2001)

Domingo Matsujiro MORI who escaped oppression from Kurosaki of the Omura Domain, and returned to
this island after he studied under PETITJEAN in Nagasaki.1

In 1867 he established a temporary church as a missionary school for the youth evangelist, which is said to
be the beginning of this church.?
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As one of the rare stone church in Japan, Kashiragashima Church is single-layered structure and the roof

is tile-roofing.3 The church construction started at 1910, completed at 1919, and the consecration was held at
May 1919 by Bishop COMBAZ.4 It was designed and constructed by Yosuke TETSUKAWA, and believers

attended in this church construction t00.5

Kashiragashima Church is also known as “Flower church”, due to its floral decorations on the ceiling,

brackets and other architectural features.6

[F5E ] 122\, “Kashiraga-shima |-island]-tenshudou [-cathedral]” & 5,

[HEIESLMIRE] IZonWTid, HEXOBE—BEEDHINIZ, B#5F L T, “The Kashiraga-shima-
tenshudou was designated as a nationally important cultural property on November 14", 2001.” & L
TR %,

H—BROKEL1IZOWT, [ I82-oTB5F, WEMITEAY TH b, “who” OREIIZa Y~
Z A1, “, and returned....” X “and” ZHIEE L. “Domingo Mori Matsujirou, who escaped oppression
from Kurosaki in the Oomura Domain, returned to this island after he studied under Pettitjean in
Nagasaki.” &9 %, of the Omura Domain” (&, FAiiER]Z" in” & L, “Oomura” L1 . “in the
Oomura Domain* * 3 % ,“Domingo Mori Matsujirou”, “Petitjean” & 4" % , & X I} L1X 3 30 AR —
AT Bo

BB DFL 2122V, “the youth evangelist” 1% “young evangelists” & 35, [FRINIKERADS
HRLEMEENIT e LOEEEZ BVl vy THAEMNFE] &, [BEHr BRED) IV EE
bITwa | L) [FHli] (SHMT 2855133 % 5. #% % “This is said to be the beginning
of this church.” &3 %,

BRI 3122w T, “one of the rare stone church” (X 3C{EFR YD Td %, “an example
of.” {2, “as an example of one of the rare stone churches” & 3 %, @ % AL, “a single-
layered structure” & 3%, [EREXEMR%EZ O] LML L. “with tile-roofing” &3 5%, &k%
“As an example of one of the rare stone churches in Japan, the Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou is a single-
layered structure with tile-roofing.” &3 %, J5{3L 4 {22\ T, “The church construction “i&, i3 3 T,
9§ CIZ “The Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou” % ffifl L CT\» % O T, H|Z, “The construction” & 3 5%, 4,
EH OWIEGIZ. “in1910", “in 1919”, “in May, 1919, X3 2%, “completed” 13 CHMED TH Y,
“and was completed” & 3%, [#kE 31T ....] “The concecration....” & L% 50T 5%, FEX 512D\ T,
45 Tl3 7 { “The Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou” % F3l & 3 5. [ MREOFBHEIAEA TFIIS
ML72.1 &) NEIZ, i b L. “and the believers also helped in its construction.” & 3 5,

B TEDIF L 6 (DWW T, “The Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou” , “the “Flower Church”” X3 5%,
“Tetsukawa Yosuke,” &3 5,

BIDORNRDIGEFHINIOWT, ARHELEDOBIERLZ L&D, LD,
Kashiraga-shima |-island]-tenshudou |-cathedral]
The Kashirag-ahima-tenshudou was designated as a nationally important cultural property on

November 14", 2001.
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Domingo Mori Matsujirou, who escaped oppression from Kurosaki in the Oomura Domain,
returned to this island after he studied under Petitjean in Nagasaki.

In 1867 he established a temporary church as a missionary school for young evangelists. This is said
to be the beginning of this church.

As an example of one of the rare stone churches in Japan, the Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou is a
single-layered structure with tile-roofing. The construction started in 1910, and was completed in 1919.
The consecration was held in May, 1919, by Bishop Combaz. The Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou was
designed and constructed by Tetsukawa Yosuke, and the believers also helped in its construction.

The Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou is also known as the “Flower Church”, due to its floral decorations

on the ceiling, brackets and other architectural features.
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Kashiraga-shima [-island]-tenshudou |-cathedral]
—The“Flower Church”—

The Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou was designated as a nationally important cultural property in
November, 2001. It is among the components of Kashiragashima-no-shuuraku [-village], which was
inscribed on the world cultural heritage list as one of the“Nagasaki and Amakusa Hidden Christian
Sites” in July , 2018. The village is known as the site on the island, Kashiraga-shima, where Christians
migrated, under the guidance of a pioneer, who was a Buddhist. The island had been used as a

recuperating place, and Christians continued their faith and kept their own Christian community

there.

The Kashiraga-shima-tenshudou was
originally a temporary wooden church built in
1867 by Domingo Mori Matsujirou who had
studied under Petitjean in Nagasaki. It was
established not only as a temporary church
but also as a missionary school for young
evangelists.

The construction of the present stone
cathedral was begun under the guidance of
Father Oosaki Yae in 1910, and was completed
in 1919. The dedication ceremony was

managed by Bishop Combaz in May, 1919. The
building was designed and executed by Tetsukawa Yosuke, who was born in the Go-fou Islands, and
was a Buddhist. It is said that the believers of the church attended the work of piling up the stones used
for the construction.

It is one of the rare stone churches in Japan. In contrast with the massive appearance of the exterior,
the interior evokes a gentle atmosphere with floral decorations on the ceiling and other architectural
features. Therefore it is also called the “Flower Church.”

A little way down from the church, on the seaside, there is a cemetery where successive believers

were buried.
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A Nationally important cultural asset, Kuroshima-church

The Kuroshima church had been brought to completion in 1902 using 400,000 bricks by donations and
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service of believers under the guidance of a French priest called Marmand who had come to the island in

1897 (35 meters depth and 16 meter width).1 The appearance of the Kuroshima church is Romanesque.2

Beautiful stained glasses are used for windows and granites of Kuroshima for its base.3 Tiles of Arita-yaki

(a kind of china) are set on the altar interior and the bell of Angelus, the statue of Christ and stained glasses

are made in France.4 A pulpit made by the priest Marmand still remains in the church.5 The floor was made

of simple wooden boards, then covered with tatami mats, and benches have been set up there since 1991.6

Since it is big and well-built as a brick church in the Meiji-era.7 Therefore it became the standard of church

constructions later and a nationwide precious architecture.8

[FH] 12oWT, [BEBEXRTHE] LEDLNEIENLVD T, “Kuro-shima [-island]-tenshudou
[-cathedral]” &3 %,

[EZALHIRE] 1ZoWTiE, X OHiZ, B9 LT, “The Kuro--shima-tenshudou was
designated as a nationally important cultural property on May 1*,1998." & L Chlz %, #H—EK&&
T 5o

FX1IZ2oWT, [BRERFEEOZEK] IZ20WT, WELRDVHEEET2#HHTL20EIHETH
%o fEH#RIZ “was completed” &35 Z L ERET D, [EHEEBOMERLI7EZM:] 1L “donations
and the service of believers” &3 5%, [T < /] IZoWTik, [vI< V] PARITHALZ L
PR 20 F7o. BRFIE 2 IEHRIBREEIC L, AMEHTH L EZWRT 5% L, °, named
Marmand, who had come to the island in 1897.”, [H4T=-+H m, M+ ml & [BlIK] &L
T, =B I¥E T T, “It was completed in 1902 using 400,000 bricks by donations and the service
of believers under the guidance of a French priest, named Marmand, who had come to the island in
1897." L35 L ERET S, Ml (2017.9) IV [HER] & LTS5, HEE LT 50

JESL 2 DA IdT BRI E LB =B% E 50 B2 OIS [BAT= 2 m, BIETHR mIZ5e 5
FL3IZOWT [AF Y F7 5 A NI3HE & L, “Beautiful stained glass is used” & 3 % [ B B HIEA ]
¥, “Kuroshima granite” &3 5%, [&K] 225 [#4] ~NEilad L. [HREHEZOEFEMEDN,
ELWAT Y R IABRIMbI TS| LT 5,

B 41O T, [BEICEAHED S A VHBFIRTVET L [77AROT TV =T
AD§E, FVAME ATy FT7IRAWONTE T &, LE5F. “Tiles of Arita-paki (a kind
of china) are set on the altar.”, “The bell of Angelus, the statue of Christ and stained glass made in
France can also be seen.”, * il3 . “on the altar” T, BWD [WEk] THHZ LIZHLNTH S
DT, “interior” ZHIBRT S XL 512DOWT, “The pulpit” &35, FL6IZDOWT, [BHIH
W72 5 72 HBBIEDP Nz | TLEHD 54, “The floor was originally made of simple wooden
boards, and later it was covered with tatami mats.” & 5% ,[ TLE LT+ —ICER T2k - T b, I,
“Benches have been set up there since 1991.” £ LB &4 5%,

JESC7 53081 [ BB R EE Ol N BIRT %, BB E & T 50 LA L JaHii] & v KT,
E—EBIEICANTIuDL LN v, B 712250V, “Since....” T il >TLE 9, “Since”
ZHIER L. “Itis a big and well-built brick church from the Meiji-jidai [-period].” &3 5, J§ L 81
DWW, [HERER (i) O] oK THSHDT,” the standard of church construction” &
L. [&EMICH BEELEEY ] OFEEE2 BARMIZR L, “architectural structure” * "%, “Therefore
it became the standard of church construction later and a nationwide precious architectural structure.”
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Kuro-shima [-island]-tenshudou [-cathedral]

The Kuro—shima-tenshudou was designated as a nationally important cultural property on May 1*, 1998.

It was completed in 1902 using 400,000 bricks by donations and the service of believers under the
guidance of a French priest, named Marmand, who had come to the island in 1897.

The appearance of the Kuroshima-tenshudou is Romanesque. It is 35m in depth, and 16m in width.
Kuroshima granite is used for its base and beautiful stained glass for windows. The bell of Angelus, the
statue of Christ and stained glass made in France can also be seen. Tiles of Arita-yaki (a kind of china)
are set on the altar. The pulpit made by the priest Marmand still remains in the church. The floor was
originally made of simple wooden boards, and later it was covered with fatami mats. Benches have been
set up there since 1991.

standard of church construction later and a nationwide precious architectural structure.” £ 9352 &

BIET 5o
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Kuro-shima |[-island]-tenshudou [-cathedral]
—The rib-vaulted ceiling, the tiles of Arita-yaki (a kind of china) on the altar, and the
pulpit made by Father Marmand himself can be seen—

The Kuro-shima-tenshudou was designated as
a nationally important cultural property in May,
1998. It is among the components of Kuroshima-
no-shuuraku [-village], which was inscribed on
the world cultural heritage list as one of the
“Nagasaki and Amakusa Hidden Christian Sites”
in July, 2018. The village is known as the site
on Kuro-shima which had once been used as a
pasture of the Hirado-han [-fiefdom], and had
been redeveloped. Hidden Christians migrated
there, and continued their faith in the Buddhist

temple that they outwardly belonged to. They secretly prayed to the statue of the Bodhisattva Kannon
as an avatar of the Virgin Mary, and kept their own Christian community.

The Kuroshima-tenshudou was originally a wooden church constructed by Father Albert Peru of France
in 1879. Because of its construction the tradition of “Hidden” Christians on Kuro-shima came to an end.

The present cathedral was completed in 1902. The construction work was carried on by donations
and the physical labor of all the believers of Kuro-shima under the guidance of Father Joseph
Ferdinand Marmand of France. It is a large and well-built brick church, which was built in the Meiji-
Jjidai [-period] and became the standard of church construction later.

It is 35 meters from front to back, 16 meters wide, and built using 400,000 bricks. The exterior is
a simple Romanesque architecture style which had been fashionable in Western Europe in the 11"
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and 12" centuries. In the interior there are a rib-vaulted ceiling, tiles of Arita-yaki (a kind of china) set
on the altar, and the pulpit made by Father Marmand himself which attract tourists. The floor was
originally made of simple wooden boards, and later it was covered with fatami mats. Benches have been
set up there since 1991.

There is a public graveyard for Christians, called the “Kodabira-bochi [-graveyard]“, within a ten-
minute walk of the cathedral. W e can also find graves of clergymen who died on Kuro-shima, including
the grave of Father Marmand.
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THE HISTORY OF OTOMR TOUGE
— THE SITE OF THE MARTRYDOM OF HIDDEN CHRISTIANS—

In the first year of Meiji (1868), by the law Christianity was prohibited, three thousand three hundred

ninety four Hidden Christians from Uragami Nagasaki were arrested, and one hundred and fifty three of them

were exiled to Tsuwano and confined in old outhouses in the grounds of Korinji Temple.1

They were the descendants of Hidden Christians from the age of civil war had secretly dared to hold on

their beliefs despite severe suppression for two hundred and fifty years during Edo period.2
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This history of suppression has no precedent in the long history of Christianity and has been the object of
admiration of successive popes and of many people all over the world.3

For five years the Hidden Christians were tortured beyond description in order to make them give up their
faith.4 Some were put daily into the Sanjakuro (only 90 centimeter cubed jail) and others were thrown over
and over again into ponds of icy frozen water in the middle of winter.5

Through cruel torture thirty seven hidden Christians died as martyrs for their faith.6

One of the martyrs Yasutaro who was tortured continuously in the Sanjakuro.7 It is said that the Blessed
Virgin Mary appeared to him every night, talked to him tenderly and consoled him.8 Yasutaro died a holy
death in the Sanjakuro.9

In the sixth year of Meiji (1873), the Decree of Prohibition of Christianity which had been in force for two
hundred and fifty years was repealed, and the Christians who had kept their faith under severe torture were
returned to Urakami Nagasaki.10

[FH] & [REE] 122V T I E TOARRHER DEKILIEIHE, “Otome-touge [-pass]” | "—
The site of the martyrdom of Hidden Christians—" & 552 & ZHET 5, [If] A% “pass” DEHR
ThbILz2WRT %0 [HE] OB DFRY Z2EIET %,

H—BREDOFR L 1IZOWT [2#4 D F ] % “under the Ban on Christianty” & fij#&123 %, [
I | 1%, “Urakami, Nagasaki Prefecture” & 35, [3394 A ], [153 A 28 PETitd, [k
WFOBENIIH s i BRI S E L] 3 E 35, [TERBEME] & L. THBRL
[JEHF ] OFREIEIINFETHED &35, “In the first year the Meiji-jidai [-period](1868), under the
Ban on Christianity, 3,394 Hidden Christians from Urakami, Nagasaki Prefecture, were arrested, and
153 of them were exiled to Tsuwano, Shimane Prefecture. They were confined in old outhouses on the
premises of the Kourin-ji [-temple].”

BEBEEORIL 2 1I2oWT HAGESHO [HRERA7 7 ¥ 2 a$ e viZl Y Hx 22i)7z]
\Z4A b4, “They were the descendants of Hidden Christians taught by Francisco Xavier during the
Warring States period (1467-1568)." &9 5%, [#ERAL] I ZHAROEFHERTE—F KWL DO
RS %, “.civil war had secretly....” (&, SCEMICERY) TH b, PR “who' ZfEH L. °, who
had secretly dared to hold onto their beliefs despite severe suppression for 250 years during the Edo-
jidai [-period].” &5 5XETH5, ‘holdonto” & L.[VLTHR] %, 2 T TORELBEIHE “the
Edo-jidai [-period]” & Fil9 5, 41A% “They were the descendants of Hidden Christians taught by
Francisco Xavier during the Warring States period (1467-1568 ), who had secretly dared to hold onto
their beliefs despite severe suppression for 250 years during the Edo-jidai [period].” &3 5%,

HPUBE RS O = RE & 2 OFINE BB GIAE 7 % 4l ©) 7 &£\ “the Sanjaku-rou (about
a 90-centimeter small cubed jail)” & 3 %,

HEHEER 6 122\ T, “37 Hidden Christians” & 4 %, IO 4. “Thirty-seven Hidden
Christians” & ¥ % 72\,

EARBEIR L TIZOWT BRFEALZMHT5 L. X6 R k5D THIRT 5, [HEED—N]
TR OFWTH LT, JHFZ AN Z, “Yasutarou, one of the martyrs, was tortured
continuously in the Sanjaku-rou.” & 3§ %, JF3 713, “Yasutarou, one of the martyrs, was tortured
continuously in the Sanjaku-rou.” & 7 %, 9NE#% L. “Yasutarou, one of the martyrs, was tortured
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continuously in the Sanjaku-rou. It is said that the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to him every night, talked
to him tenderly and consoled him. Yasutarou died a holy death in the Sanjaku-rou.” & 72 %,
LB EFE 10 122w, [ R L] 1 “Urakami, Nagasaki Prefecture” &3 %,

Otome-touge |-pass]
—The site of the martyrdom of Hidden Christians—

Christians from Urakami, Nagasaki Prefecture, were arrested, and 153 of them were exiled to Tsuwano,
Shimane Prefecture. They were confined in old outhouses on the premises of the Kourin-ji [-temple].

They were the descendants of Hidden Christians taught by Francisco Xavier during the Warring
States period (1467-1568 ), who had secretly dared to hold onto their beliefs despite severe suppression
for 250 years during the Edo-jidai [period].

This history of suppression has no precedent in the long history of Christianity and has been the object of
admiration of successive popes and of many people all over the world

For five years the Hidden Christians were tortured beyond description in order to make them give up their
faith. Some were put daily into the Sanjaku-rou (about a 90- centimeter small cubed jail) and others were
thrown over and over again into ponds of icy frozen water in the middle of winter.

Through cruel torture 37 Hidden Christians died as martyrs for their faith.

Yasutarou, one of the martyrs, was tortured continuously in the Sanjaku-rou. 1t is said that the
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to him every night, talked to him tenderly and consoled him. Yasutaro died a
holy death in the Sanjaku-rou.

In the sixth year of Meiji (1873), the Decree of Prohibition of Christianity which had been in force for two
hundred and fifty years was repealed, and the Christians who had kept their faith under severe torture were

returned to Urakami, Nagasaki Prefecture.
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Otome-touge [-pass]

.....

[-period] —

Otome-touge in Tsuwano, Shimane Prefecture, is known as the site where 153 of 3,394 Hidden
had been arrested under the ban on Christianity. They were confined in old outhouses on the premises
of the Kourin-ji [-temple] at Otome-touge.

They were the descendants of Hidden Christians taught by Francisco Xavier during the Warring
States period (1467-1568), and continued their faith secretly under severe persecution for 250 years
during the Edo-jidai. (This has been the object of admiration of people all over the world, including
successive generations of the Supreme Pontiff.)

Those confined people suffered severe torture. Some, including Yasutarou, were imprisoned in the
“Sanjaku-rou” (about a 90-centimter small cubed jail). Others were stripped naked and thrown into
the pond during the coldest season. Thirty-seven Hidden Christians died as martyrs for their faith.

In 1873 the Decree of Prohibition of Christianity which had been in force for about 250 years was
repealed. The Christians who had continued their faith under severe torture were returned to Urakami,
Nagasaki Prefecture.

You can see the washing space and the old well where those 153 Christians cooked their own
meals, and also the pond where some of them were tortured during the coldest season. You can find
a small wooden church building named the “Otome-touge Kinen Seidou (memorial church)” where

many exhibits of beautiful stained glass can be seen. Figures of the Virgin Mary and Yasutarou in the
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Sanjaku-rou can be seen next to the building.
Within twenty minutes’ walk from here
there is the Tsuwano Catholic Church. In the
neighboring facility, you can get historical
information about the “Discovery of the Hidden
Christians in 1865”, the “Uragami Yon-ban
Kuzure” (the “forth mass arrest of Christians
in Uragami, Nagasaki, in 1867”). And there is a
diorama showing the scenery of the Otome-touge
in 1868 (the first year of the Meiji-jidai ) catching

the eyes of the visitors.
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In the first half of the 16th century, there were a good number of Christians in Yamaguchi.l But in the 17th
century, due to the Lord Mouri Motonari’s severe persecution, they fled to Niho and to Shibuki, to take

shelters from the oppression.2 For a long time, until the ban was abolished, they had lived clandestinely in
Shibuki village with firm faith in God.3
These are Christian’s relics found in Shibuki village.4 Shibuki's Christians had built tombs for their diceased

members like a small shrine that was marked with Christian symbols.5

E—BEESL 12T, BHAGEHIISOh O [RNFRIAOEHD | ] [7F7 v 23 - v
SPALE 272 &, HELRELFIHTH S, “In the first half of the 16th century, during the reign
of Lord Oouchi Yoshihiro, in Yamaguchi there were a good number of Christians who had received
baptism from Francisco Xavier.” &4 5% 2 & 2L ET 5,

HB—BERL 21200V, BRI &, @ai 2z ik L. “Lord Mouri Motonari” & 3
5o [BRICHAOE] L L. BiXOREIZA DY, “during the reign of Lord Mouri Motonari, the
Christians were severely persecuted and fled to the Niho region and then to the Shibuki region.*

B 3IZoWT, [HEBAOMBE] 25183 FETH LD T, LNEWELT %o “clandestinely” (T
P2 “secretly’ & 3%, “For along time, until the ban was abolished in 1873, they had lived secretly
in Shibuki Village with firm faith in God.” £ 452 Z & 2 %&T 5%,

JESC 512DV T, “diceased” 13FE D DY) TH S, “deceased” LT HRETH 5, HIZ “Cristian
symbols” Tl&, MIigL 3 XL BbNs, BIRSDMONETEZ R TD, Z-o%) [F) A MIED
G LRABTELDITERVOT [RFY T VDI (BDL) DEXIBDBDEMY AN “was
marked with something like Christian symbols * & L 72 7R W T3 A 9, “Shibuki’s Christians
had built small Hokora-shaped tombs for their deceased members. The tombs resemble small shrines

with carved statues inside. Each statue was marked with something like a Christian symbol.” & 3 %
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Shibuki Nakayama-chiku-kinenchi (the praying spot of Nakayama district in
Shibuki Village)

—The ban on Christianity had already been started during the Warring States Period in
the history of Japan—

The Shibuki Nakayama-chiku-kinenchi is
the spot where the deserted tombs of Hidden
Christians were gathered and arranged through
the excellent decision and kindness of a private
individual, Mr. Nishimura Toshio, in 1999. This
project was drawn up to celebrate the passing
of 450 years since Francisco Xavier’s arrival in
Japan, and also the coming of 2000 A.D. (2,000
years since Christ was born).

In the first half of the 16th century, during the
reign of Lord Oouchi Yoshihiro, in Yamaguchi

there were a good number of Christians who had received baptism from Francisco Xavier. But in the
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17th century, during the reign of Lord Mouri Motonari, Christianity was banned, and the Christians
were severely persecuted and fled to the Niho region and then to the Shibuki region. For a long time,
until the ban was abolished in 1873, they had lived secretly in Shibuki Village with firm faith in God.
Shibuki Village is located between two hills and was suitable for them.

Many of Shibuki’s Hidden Christians had built Hokora-shaped (resembling small shrines) tombs
with small statues inside for their deceased. Each statue was marked with something like a Christian
symbol.

As time passed on, the tombs of those Christians were deserted and exposed to wind and rain.

As mentioned above, those tombs on the hillside were arranged and moved here to the Nakayama-

chiku-kinenchi in 1999. They evoke the atmosphere of sorrow and patience of Hidden Christians.
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