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A Comparison of Opinion Changes for Two Topics
in University Students:

On Paperless and Same-Sex Marriage

Masamichi Ninokami, Satoshi Nutahara, Masao Suzuki

In this study, we researched opinion changes about two topics by the
questionnaire method. One topic was “paperless’, and another was
“Same-sex marriage . The subjects were 130 university students.

The results showed the following three points:

First, about a shift to paperless, opinions were divided into
agreement and disagreement, and there was a possibility of opinion
changes. However, about acceptance of same-sex marriage, most
opinions inclined to agreement, and there was the impossibility of
opinion changes.

Second, In the case of “Same-sex marriage”, female college
students were more agreeable than males, and subjects who have
had experiences of behavior by believing fortune-telling were more
agreeable too, compared to those with none of these experiences.
However, in the case of “Paperless”, the difference of agreement
degrees was not significant between these attributes, instead the
difference of opinion change degree was significant between them in
specific scenes of describing opposite opinions. Those scenes described
opposite opinions shown by persons with a sense of closeness, and
expressed by celebrities on TV programs.

Third, subjects who had a tendency to be sometimes confused,
which is one of the factors in “Trait anxiety” from STAI (State-Trait
Anxiety Inventory; Hidano et el, 2000), had more possibility of opinion
changes in spite of the topics or the scenes of describing opposite opinions.

Moreover, in analysis of free writing about the most strongly
experienced of opinion changes in one's life, we could see that there
were few experiences where the view and way of life turned 180
degrees in subjects. Paradoxically, this may be due to the times and
characteristics that had less opportunity when opinion changes have
required decreases in persuasive communication.
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