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The Corruption of American Liberalism

in James Fenimore Cooper’s The Pioneers
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Whereas Judge Temple sympathizes with Natty's viewpoint,

Leatherstocking makes no effort to understand the Judge's
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more complex but equally moral codes of justice. Natty simply

cannot consider the function of law in a social context. (123)
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In their thoughtlessness and greed the settlers of Templeton
desecrate nature and violate her laws, slaughtering pigeons by
the thousands, netting more fish than they can eat, laying
waste to the surrounding forest. Even Judge Temple joins in

the heedless abuse of God's bounty. (72)
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“This is a good character, Mr. Edwards,” returned Marmaduke,

mildly; “but I have never been so fortunate as to secure his
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[Natty's] esteem, for to me he has been uniformly repulsive;
yet I have endured it, as an old man’s whim. However, when he
appears before me, as his judge, he shall find that his former
conduct shall not aggravate, any more than his recent services
shall extenuate his crime.”

[..1

“Who! and this to me!” he [Edwards] cried; “ask your own
conscience, Judge Temple. Walk to that door, sir, and look out
upon the valley, that placid lake, and those dusky mountains,
and say to your own heart, if heart you have, whence came
these riches, this vale, and those hills, and why am I their owner?
I should think, sir, that the appearance of Mohegan and the
Leather-stocking, stalking through the country, impoverished
and forlorn, would wither your sight.”

Marmaduke heard this burst of passion, at first, with deep
amazement; but when the youth had ended, he beckoned to his
impatient daughter for silence, and replied—

“Oliver Edwards, thou forgettest in whose presence thou
standest. I have heard, young man, that thou claimest descent
from the native owners of the soil; but surely thy education has
been given thee to no effect, if it has not taught thee the validity
of the claims that have transferred the title to the whites. These
lands are mine by the very grants of thy ancestry, if thou art
so descended; and I appeal to Heaven, for a testimony of the uses
I have put them to. [. . .]. Neither shall thy present intemperate
language mar thy future fortunes, if thou wilt hearken to the

advice of one who is by many years thy senior.” (34546)
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“It's much better to kill only such as you want, without
wasting your powder and lead, than to be firing into God's
creaters in this wicked manner. But I come out for a bird, and
you know the reason why I like small game, Mr. Oliver, and
now I have got one I will go home, for I don't relish to see
these wasty ways that you are all practysing, as if the least

thing was not made for use, and not to destroy.” (248)
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[...] T eat of no man’s wasty ways. I strike my spear into the
eels, or the trout, when I crave the creaters, but I wouldn't be
helping to such a sinful kind of fishing, for the best rifle that was
ever brought out from the old countries. [...] but as God made
them for man'’s food, and for no other disarnable reason, I call it

sinful and wasty to catch more than can be eat.” (265-66)
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On reflection, he remembered various circumstances that tended
to corroborate these suspicions, and, as the whole business
favoured one of his infirmities, he yielded the more readily to
their impression. The mind of Judge Temple, at all times
comprehensive, had received, from his peculiar occupations, a
bias to look far into futurity, in his speculations on the

improvements that posterity were to make in his lands. (321)
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Imperfect as this species of coercion may seem, crimes are
very rare among them: insomuch that were it made a question,
whether no law, as among the savage Americans, or too much
law, as among the civilized Europeans, submits man to the
greatest evil, one who has seen both conditions of existence
would pronounce it to be the last: and that the sheep are

happier of themselves, than under care of the wolves. (220)
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In Federalist No. 10, James Madison recognizes the problem
that inequalities raise for democratic governance. Madison is
even clear that material inequality is a central source of flawed
ideologies. The point of Federalist No. 10 is to argue that, given
the existence and inevitability of what are (in my terminology)
flawed ideologies, what Madison calls “pure democracy’ is

impossible. (Stanley 7)
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7Y IVHROBREREZ TR [HOEeb] 28R 2 &, 2R
POELTRTHIELPRS TR WVITBEDT A Y AITBWTE X, ;v
T A —DEBT % [ PSS TIRF O Th o722 Wi be T A
VAREENCBT S MenEs) MERoEKE S L] - G- A -
KR—2v 71% “Fenimore Cooper depicted the aging Leatherstocking in
such a dilemma, hesitant between the worlds of the hunter and the
farmer, natural virtue and settled law [...]" L83 225, Z ORI
FEARMIIFIEL Y (540), 72720, T ¥ 7V by OZEEIZTCEHAD L1
BEEBLROTZORE Y AT LS RED SEFENOBITVBEADDOH L
L. EME»rFEEEP &V EIRPIE T v 7 4 —IC3ES T RO T
X7 TN Y RED S HITTRENEDT AL LED D D DIEH

B EBT 72V 27 7Y VR T A Y VOSSCFE L7 iy 3R 32 36
ZBWT, EMEEELIBAEVITHENZ VS TH S, LRI
%, EEIIMAOEE PR L2 CHELBAICOARES O
72, ) T LR, LR OO MEARTD L REHEITATRITING D
REERO S EBRRVPLTHL . (FE, [Mhgb] ofnET
E A FYREOEEHE IOV TOFMMICHE WM EE LT~ T VHFED
LHHHN TV 5,)
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Once property was seen to have a symbolic value, expressed in
coin or in credit, the foundations of personality themselves
appeared imaginary or at best consensual: the individual could
exist, even in his own sight, only at the fluctuating value

imposed upon him by his fellows [...]. (Pocock 464)

B R E 2 ARE 3 A BRARAY 20 AR RIS 3L DA B MR SE AT
E R ENDRIOAER, HFETR LS F Yy T4 —Thb, 2F 0., liH
NOMRAEHE L B MEO T M LB BA B —H, H ORGSR
TH Y RO BUARER L ERFARORBICO BT 52 ENZ 0L/
HLEHE 3 EFTH D, £ 2 L7 (Pocock 499) % HlZIE, F v
T4 =3RS CTEHEOERZ A L AR LT
7 4 ¥ H NEDIRET ThME & i SR FR & B L 728, KSR IR
BOZHVTEAFIZTOEBML TRV, YROKMETATTNVTAT
TOEHEZEYDICESSEEICHED> TE20T, HAPERLHOD
AEREIFMBAICEREEZ D TH 727259,

bo b FERIE T IIVHFORE [ LI d—fo~<h—7r—
LATHD )V WIEEZA L OT, BRPOLOTRGILAEREZ 217 TH L,
Lo BN ROIMERE (25513 [T artisan] 25Hul & 74
%) HBEFEH TV, ZLT MVERSFHHEO 74 I TNV T 4T T
LRI O EADER R RREIC R > T, SR AT O I
D ETF2HS TEBZRVIELAZZ EIC—HD Do 7225 BRFNIHEH
HTHNE, 749 FNV 74 THEERBICZOBREDZ L3R - TV 2Il#E
Wi\, A A KA I D SRR Z BT B0k S O IE R A
5 [TARo#] & 3hi?,

AMRGZITEN S 4 ) A2 Mo L35 3 -0 v S GEEOR A 5
DHHZEESTY 277V VR TA YV YHRT A) AITEA L7075
WIEMERTHY ., ThERD IAEBL T N2y 71— S
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NTELD, BOSOWBL R L, THEFES bEFraiicay 7%
FYTNVHEROERERET2EZTI -0 v SOBWDT A BB
LAECEEMICZ o T D [T AU 7 0EE ] THBY Hkln)
KFEO TIHEBERDVMEZ AU 5 &, FEHITBHESh TR T
%l 5o TOWRENZRBERZ BN [RnEb] & [Hxw
X (BER) 7AU% (OFZE) A vanishing Americans] O RiEDHRA)
WAE T 5 CFEMPZEE R 5759,

7L, EELZTNERS DI 7 —3=2F vy 74 —OWdL, 7
YT IWVHEOBROWEE HEV AL L wo T, LI LAESHREICEA
NLTWL DI TERVWEVWIZETHE, 7—X—HERZ V=T 7V
RTVRNV— - VX sV e T2 ERRIMERETH D 18304
%P2 S 1840 RAT T CORER. BEPIAT L2 LM [R) — - <A
- KA b Three Mile Point] OHEFIREZ K-> T, BURKTH S KA v
TSRO EMTFICRBERT2 A, v =T v A X —=ZD
FEFUCHE 21X, 18304EARD 7 — 78— 1IBHL D 2 B~ O I FE & 72 -
EREECHMTAE V)LD B, A=A KAV I*FEJHE”P%

MK PO E o727 X ) AAND [EfEOTEL | 2B Tniz'
ZOHITPI0EEF EHNICHESI N [HihEeb] ohTotry 74 —0
BEX X7 — =D X % FLITEIY) LT 72D TIERWES ) b

pEd
VN OFEY T ‘Tt is not our task to explain what is, or what ought to be, the
substance of christianity [...]" &Moo TWABUE, FZHNZBE2»S [FHE-L]

ZmLADIIMFERELESLH (34),
P HHOZOEMICOWTIIMTO L) IZik Eh T2,

His own marriage at a future day with a lady without, not only the pale, but
the influence of this sect of religionists, had a tendency, it is true, to weaken
his early impressions; still he retained them, in some degree, to the hour of
his death, and was observed uniformly, when much interested or agitated, to
speak in the language of his youth—But this is anticipating our tale. (35)
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5= R PRI OMRLERATWEZ EIZYTE 2w, EfiohTtaey 7IZER
LTwhbkxr Y4 ) 7 AR ELLTWS (102),

YT H A AIAHEWSEN O, BB L LR L TCW L IRTE B
By Hsb (56)0

S OHRKEDBUET A EIZOoWT, Uy zid [20XH I, ROOEIZ, &iti)s
TAVIDE) BIRETH 72, W, BEDOT AV AU ETH-72] LT 5D
(350) o

6 Wk HEREEEE. SAeRIEE VO AT TSERN R [EkoM] Loy
HUBREL v, BELAMOGFEIMOEEEEZGET 259572,

T ZOHOWMERT L AI A0 [HEm), 552 7 ——0 [T AV IORETE
&), 190ICDHFAET B A5, T T TREFICY =7 7V ¥ DNotes on the State of Virginiah®
S5HIHLTBEL,

It [corruption of morals] is the mark set on those, who not looking up to
heaven, to their own soil and industry, as does the husbandman, for their
subsistance [sic], depend for it on the casualties and caprice of customers.
Dependance begets subservience and venality, suffocates the germ of virtue,
and prepares fit tools for the designs of ambition. (290-91)

ZOFIANPS5D 5 DIIFEEIFEHOBIE, [ 7~ designs of ambition] DT EHF] &
BIFTEI2T7 7V EFEZ TV ETHS,

8 vo—o [v+—0VF>] 128 “Where is this division of labor to end? and what
object does it finally serve? No doubt another may also think for me; but it is not
therefore desirable that he should do so to the exclusion of my thinking for myself”
LGERER - T2—HisdH B (359),

VRS ED T 4 5TV T7 4 7 WA D v T ORI Eric Foner, Tom
Paine and Revolutionary America, 145-182% SR+ X,

VOF T A =T A A IS E 0 5 GBI & ALE SO W T O Rl iz Henry Nash
Smith, Virgin Land% B Lo NV ) — - F v T2 - AIAGHRAOEREZTL T v
7 Tx IV S —F—DUTOX) HT7a T4 TRHIZHENT WS,

Turner maintained that the West, not the proslavery South or the antislavery
North, was the most important among American sections, and that the novel
attitudes and institutions produced by the frontier, especially through its
encouragement of democracy, had been more significant than the imported
European heritage in shaping American society. (250)

¥ —F —OIGHIITTHES OFHE TV E LTUIBENTAL WA, Fy T4 —% 70 r
T A T OPMENAL T Rz [|eh VEO R The Last of the Mohicans] (1826) 738
RACE S T TS MELINTE 2L I, TAY I AOEEOHR TS D E XK
52T\,



VAKX T 22ET - 7 —=3=0 [HiEHZH] CBTH7 A HHEEZEORK

S DOFBDONEIZIWayne Franklin, James Fenimore Cooper: The Later Years, 539-41
ICHBICE LD BN TV D,

2 BAKRYIZIE, “His [Cooper’s] sympathetic bond with Jacksonian Democracy [. . .]
does prepare one to see in his ‘contemporary writings a persistent concern with
social ills that troubled the Jacksonians: above all, with the degeneration of republican

virtue” &V X9 R TH S (59),
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