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A Qualitative Study of Motivational Change through
Project-based Learning:

A Study of Local Practices of Intermediate and Advanced Japanese
Language Learners

Akiko Kobayashi, Michiko Fukuda

In this study, international students planned and implemented events
to conduct project-based learning for children in the community. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted before, during, and after 15
classes. The results of the qualitative analysis showed that students’
motivation changed as the lessons progressed. We further found that
the characteristics of project-based learning (e.g., self-determination
regarding the content of activities and activities outside the university)
and the nature of the group (e.g., cooperative relationships with other
learners and disagreements) influence fluctuation in motivation. The
study examined methods for improving lessons from the perspective of

motivation.
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