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Technology and Trolley Problem:
Ethics in Technology of Self-driving Cars

Isao NAGUMO

Abstract : With the development of artificial intelligence, ethical thought
experiments, which have been virtually discussed, are emerging as a problem of
technology in the real world. For example, in the case of The Trolley Problem, it is a
problem of who the self-driving car should sacrifice in a situation where sacrifice is
unavoidable. This issue has been discussed in various fields such as ethics, law,
psychology, and brain science. The trolley problem is an ethical problem for the field.
If a situation such as the trolley problem is assumed at the design stage, it is the

principle of design to take measures to prevent even one victim from occurring.
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