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“Foreigners” and “Multicultural Coexistence” in Okinawan Folktales :
Considering Multicultural Education in Japanese Society

Mihaeng SOHN

Abstract

In this paper, based on the concept that connects the perspectives of “multicultural coexistence”
and “life” in the traditional Japanese thought, | examined how it was expressed in Okinawan folktales,
especially focusing on “foreigners”. | also suggested some points for multicultural education in
Japanese society. In Okinawan folktales, there was some hope to live with “foreigners” in the way of
depicting the relationship between humans and “foreigners” based on “suffering together”. In order
to establish a long-term relationship to live together, it became clear that “crying” and “laughing”
were used as a way of releasing from “suffering” in Okinawan folktales. In the present practices of
multicultural education, it is important to first regain the sense of “suffering together” and to think
specifically about how each person can regain the sense in the context of each region. Moreover,
the most important thing is how to release the “suffering” and help the circulation in order to create
a long-term relationship to live together with “foreigners”. At the same time, it is also meaningful to
make use of external power in multicultural education. For example, the three viewpoints of “life”
were deeply related to creating the internal culture of peace and global peace in the implementation
of multicultural education. | gave specific examples of practical methods such as “slow breathing”,
“touching”, “releasing the body”, etc. in “your own body”, one of the themes of “life”. By incorporating
such specific examples in a way that suit the circumstances of each region, | believe that it will
become more sustainable multicultural education programs.
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