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Abstract

In recent years, there is a sense in which local governments become increasingly active in
supporting LGBT or sexual minorities such as homosexuals and gender identity disorders. Attention
has been focused on efforts to publicly recognize the same-sex partnership at Shibuya Ward and
Setagaya Ward in Tokyo. In addition to the same-sex couples and sexual orientations, discussions on
human rights and gender equality including gender identity have begun. Awareness-raising activities
organized by local governments increase, and the trainings for local government staff become more
active. After Osaka City’s Yodogawa Ward made its first LGBT support declaration in 2013, it has
been followed by Naha City in Okinawa Prefecture, Takarazuka City in Hyogo Prefecture, Hashimoto
City in Wakayama Prefecture, Seki City in Gifu Prefecture, and Urasoe City in Okinawa Prefecture.
Even if there is no budget, it seems that an increasing number of local governments first can declare
support, and conduct staff trainings, and implement support measures in a steady manner. In order
to respect the human rights of LGBT (sexual minorities), Yodogawa Ward conducts human rights
trainings on LGBT, sends correct information on LGBT, supports activities of LGBT people, and
consults with LGBT people. Certainly, the movement of local governments has been active for a
while, but local governments all over the country have the reality of “poor situation” for LGBT. This
paper explores the relationship between sexual minorities and local governments in the prehistory of
sexual minorities becoming LGBT in order to explore the background of this “poor situation”.
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