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A Study of the ‘Public Nature’ of the New Subject ‘The Public Sphere’ (1)
—VFocusing on the Course of Study and Reports of
the Central Council for Education

Junichi MURAKAMI

The new course of study of high school that will be implemented in 2022 now includes the new subject ‘The

Public Sphere.” Because voting rights were granted to 18-year-olds in 2015, the new subject ‘The Public Sphere’

is seen as the core of citizenship education, which promotes the political participation and social participation

of young people. However, given the varied meanings of ‘the Public Sphere,’ there is another aspect of ‘Public

Nature’ that is included in this new subject ‘The Public Sphere.” Based on descriptions of the Course of Study and

analysis of the Reports of the Central Council for Education, this paper reveals that ‘common’ and ‘openness’ are

the key words of the new subject of “The Public Sphere.’

Keywords : Civics, the new subject ‘The Public Sphere’, Public Nature, Course of Study,

Reports of the Central Council for Education
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