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The Semantic Features and Grammatical Functions
of the Japanese Compound Postpositional Particle ‘nitaisite’

Zhang Jing

The Japanese Compound postpositional particles are some of the
most important research subjects in Japanese grammar. This paper
made a comprehensive research about the semantic features and
grammatical functions of the compound postpositional particle nitaisite:
It concludes that the semantic characteristics of ‘nitaisite’ can be
divided into two categories: 1) [+actively direct to sth/sh]2) [+respond
to sth/sb]. The two semantic features of ‘nitaisite’ bring about both
similarity and difference on its grammatical function of 1). alternation
with the single postpositional particle ‘wo’, ni’, 2) subordinate

classification that cannot be replaced by single postpositional particle .
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