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Kawada Jun: The world of collection tanka 7ouki
Yasunori Noji
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The poet Kawada Jun became a disciple of Sasaki Nobutsuna at the
age of 16 in 1897 and demonstrated his exceptional talent from his
early years. With his initial anthology Gigeiten, which was tinged with
romanticism, he attracted the attention of the world of tanka poets.
Later, he changed his poetical style greatly and established his status as
a realistic and naturalistic poet.

However, in the postwar period, Jun was exposed to wide criticism for
having published poems during the World War II, which were largely
based on patriotic themes. Moreover, since his illicit love affair at the
time was widely known as “December love,” he had an unfortunate
period among the tanka poets for a while. In spite of that, through the
anthology 7ouki, Jun opened out a new path which gave an insight into
his difficult life. This paper considers the literary world that Kawada
Jun opened up, viewed in the light of his poems in Zouks, concerning
human affairs, nature, etc. In addition, I would like to illustrate as many
instances as possible of his surroundings, relationships, opportunities, etc.
that provided motifs to his works.
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