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The Story of the Tower of Babel

—from the standpoint of multicultural understanding—

Jinichi Isoyama

The story of Babel in the Old Testament is about how the
diversification of languages was brought about. The language difference
constituted, and still does, the core of the cultural differences. The
mythical Babel story can be said to be among the earliest documents
that show what ancient people made out of the cultural differences
among themselves. The story comes after the story of Noah' s three
sons, in which we find both the Yahwistic passages, and the Priestly
writings. The present paper tries to find out what difference it makes
when we read the Babel story as sequel to the Yahwistic passages of
Noah' s three sons.
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WKIRLTHIT2bDTHbH, dKkD%R, HREIZIAO2HHE
W20 TH o7z,

“These are the sons of Shem, by their families, their languages,
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INROVDEDOYFE
— % ALBB OB S, H—

their lands, and their nations.

These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their
genealogies, in their nations; and from these the nations spread
abroad on the earth after the flood.”

AHEKE [BELGAL L RBAIE»SNNVOEFT] (ER
. 20044F). 220Ho

AHEKHE. FE. 224H

AHEKHE. FE. 222 ~ 3H,

AHEKHE. FE. 227H.

AHEKHE, FE. 46H,
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