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The Significance of Communicative Action
in the Sociology of Jiirgen Habermas Today

‘Eiichi Oyamada

Tensions and conflicts, which nowadays dominate in modernized societies, induce us

to re-examine the theory of the communicative action by Habermas.

According to Habermas, reconquest of the life-world (Lebenswelt) can be solved only

through the practice of reason by the communicative action.

This interim paper covers (a) emancipation from the “iron cage”, (b) horizon of the

communicative action, (¢) morality and mutual interaction, (d) the path from Parsons

across Weber to Marx, (e) outcomes of the communicative action theory and the

structural transformation of the public sphere.
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