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Hazard Lamp Blinking as a Greeting Exchanged
by Automobile Drivers Residing in Kanto and
Shikoku Areas in 1994 : A Preliminary Report

Tetsuo Tajimi and Takayoshi Hamada

One hundred and eighty seven automobile drivers residing in the Kanto area and 44
drivers in the Shikoku area were questioned about their use of hazard lamps.

The results showed that about 55 percent of the Kanto drivers blink hazard lamps to
express their gratitude to other drivers and about 30 percent of them use hazard lamp
blinking as a greeting to others.

Analyses on the drivers’ attributes (e.g., sex, age, frequency of car-driving and
frequency of highway use) indicate that most frequent users of hazard lamp blinking as
their way of gratitude expression and a greeting are drivers with extensive driving
experience including highway use.

In addition, drivers residing in the Shikoku area were found to be less likely to
blink hazard lamps to express gratitude or give a greeting than those in the Kanto
area.

The possibility of traffic accidents resulting from misunderstanding of the meaning
of hazard lamp blinking was discussed.
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