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Face and Communication

II. Development and Face

Toshio Utena

Facial expressions are conceived as a focus of situation in which people encounter
others. The assessment of stages in psycho-social development may be well based on
change of facial behaviors of infants. The 3—months-old combines babbling with
facial behaviors related to éome aspects of the physical and social environment.
The first opportunity for an infant to manifest comprehension of referential facial
expressions is the moment when it can look its mother in the face. The mother
leans on and smiles at her infant to monitor the laughing of the infant. It seems
to be that the infant’s laugh is based on the identification with its mother and
the mother’s laugh is imitated by her infant. ‘ ‘

The cognition of the mother’s face may evolve into the physiognomic perception
and then the more differentiated perception of the environment. The cognitive
processes in infants are not independent of social competence and on the other
hand, they are strongly influenced by family, intimate individual and social ex-
perience.

The drawing of human face drawed by a child is based on the image to parents.
The image happens within a relationship to parents in daily life and has a certain

meaning for the child which is presented in the drawing.
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